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Method ft AY. what you will, Sir, 1 
*8 muſt ſtill And to it, that al- 
28: all the Sermons of your 
Biſhops and CU for theſe laſt =, ar 
Years, have been. full of a Soul- deſtroying 
Doctrine *. 

_ Churchman. Pray, what i is that Doctrine? 
Met hodiſt. It 1s the Doctrine of Salvation, FE 

% partly 15 Faith, and partly by Works; 


% or Juſtification by Faith and Works.“ 


 Churchman. Salvation by Faith and W, arb 
is a plain, and very intelligible Scripture - 
Truth. But Salvation fie” by Faith and 
partly by Works, is a ans and ee 


* Mr. Barigo Letters, p. 20, N 1 wid. p. 13. 
* 2 N Expli- 
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Explication of the Matter, proceeding either 
from Art, or Ignorance, What ſounder | 
Goſpel-Truth than to ſay, that we af © ſaved | 
by ſus Chrift, God and Man? But what | 
falſer Account could be given of it, than to | 
ſay, that if ſo, then we are ſaved partly by | 
Jeſus, and partly by Chriſt ; that Jeſus does | 
ſomething, and Chriſt adds the reſt.” For is 
not Jeſus thrift, as ſuch, the one undivided 
Saviour, with one undivided O 2 And 
who can more endeavour to loſe the Mean- | 
ing, ahd pervert the Senſe of this Goſp el- 
Truth, than he who conſiders Jeſus as x 4 
parately, and Chriſt as ſeparately, doing their 
arts one after the other, the one making | 
up what was wanting in the other towards | 
the Work of our Salvation? | 
No ta ſeparate F aith from Works; in this 
Manner, the one partly doing this, and. the 
other partly doing that, is in as full Contra- 
riety to Scripture, to all Truth, and the Na- 
ture of the Thing, as to ſeparate Jeſus from 
Chtiſt. For as the one Saviour is manifeſted 
in and by Jeſus Chriſt, one undivided Perſon 
ſo the one Salvation is manifeſted, when Faith 
is in Works, and Works are in Faith, as Jeſus 
18 in Chriſt, and Chriſt is in Jeſus. 
Again, how plain and good a Scripture- 
; Truth is this, that the loving of God with 
all the Powers of Heart, Soul, and Spirit, and 
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6 
the loving our Neighbour as ourſelves, is the 
one true fulfilling of the whole Law and 
Prophets. But how falſely would this be ſet 
forth by him, who ſhould ſay, that it is partly 
the Love of God, and partly the Love of our 
Neighbour, the one adding that which the 
9. wanted, and doing that which the 
other could not do; as if they were two ſe- 
parate Things, which with their different 
Powers make up the fulfilling of the Law. 
For theſe two Loves, or rather two 

Names of Love, are in the ſtricteſt Truth 
but one Thing, one divine Spirit of Love, 
from one Ground, full of one and the ſame 
Operation, no more different or ſeparable 
from one another, than Flame is different or 
ſeparable from its flying upwards. Thus 
St. John, If a Man ſay, I love God, and hateth 
his. Brother, he is a Lyar but he could not 
therefore be a Lyar, if the Love of God was 
a different, or ſeparate Thing from the Love 
of our Neighbour. 
Yet this 5 your Friend's falſe and miſtaken 
Way of ſetting forth Juſtification, if ſo be it 
= bs Faith and Works; namely, his dividing 
them aſunder from one another, and aſcribing 
his own invented parzlys and partlys, firſt to 
one, and then to the other; all which is as 
mere Fiction, and full of the ſame Abſurdity, 
as if ſome other Scholar ſhould. with the 
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9 like partlys ſet forth the State of a living 


Creature; vix. that if it is in a living. State, 

it muſt be ſo partly by Lyfe, and partly by 

its living Operations, as if Lyfe and its living 

Operations were two diſtinct and ſeparate 

Things, that contributed their ſeparate Pow- 

ers, and joined in their different Actions, to 

make and keep up a /ving Creature. — This, 

| and not one jot leſs, is the Abſurdity of your 

: partlys and partlys aſcribed to a Juſtification, 

ſuppoſed to be the Effect of Faith and 

Works.—For Chriſtian Faith and Chriſtian 

Works are as much one and the ſame indi- 

viſible Thing, as Lie is one and the ſame 

indiviſible Thing with its living Operations. 

© Methodiſt. I can call all this nothing elſe 

but quibbling about Words, and mere run- 

ning away from the one only Thing which 

ought to be debated, and that is, Whether 

St. Paul hath not, over and over, placed the 

Whole of Juſtification in and by Faith alone? 

Churchman. Let me aſk you, did your ever 

hear or read of a dead Faith, and a living 

Faith ? Or do you think the Difference be- 

tween them' to be Nothing at all, but that 

the one has as much of Juſtification in it as 

the other ? 25 e ee "oy 

' - © Methodiſt. This a trifling Queſtion, ſince 

you know, as well as I do, that our awaken- _ 
ed Preacher has expreſsly declared, that there 
— ; is 
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is dead Faith, and then it is dead when it 
worketh not by Love. | | 
Churchman. Well then, if ſo, the'Matter 
ſtands thus; Works prove Faith to be living; 
Want of Works proves Faith to be dead; 
and thence you conclude that it is a Soul- 
deſtroying Doctrine to teach Chriſtians, that 
they are to be ſaved by Faith and Works, 
Surely, Sir, you are not quite awake. 

Methodiſt. You are growing hot, my 
Friend; but be as hot as you will, I muſt 
tell you, in the Words of Mr. B— That 
* be you ever ſo ſober, ſerious, juſt, and de- 
« yout, you are ſtill under the Curſe of God, 
« provided you have any allowed Reliance 
* on your own good Works, and think that 
| « they are to do ſomething for you, and 
| « Chriſt to do the reſt.” _ ts nt-— 
| Churchman. In Anſwer to this, I only ſay, 
that be you and your Friend ever ſo full of 
Faith, ſo that you could remove Mountains, 
you are ſtill under the Curſe of God, pro- 
vided you have any allowed Reliance upon 
your own Faith; and think that it is to do 
ſomething for you, and Chriſt to do the reft. 
For a Reliance upon ourvwn Faith, and a 
Reliance upon our own Works, are juſt that 
. fame good Thing, and equally contrary tothe 

Truth of Faith and the Truth of Works. 
. Methadifi, What true Methodiſt _ 
called 
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called true Faith our own Faith? Does 
not the Scripture ſay, it is the Gift of God? 

Churchman. W hat true Chriſtian ever call- 
ed good Works our own Works? Does not 
the Scripture ſay, it is God who worketh in us, 
both to will, and to do? —Now if your Faith 
may be called good and ſaving, becauſe it is 


God's Gift and Power within you ; then a 
Chriſtian's Works may be called good and 


Saving, or ſuch as work out his Salvation, be- 


cauſe they are all wrought in God, and by 
his Power working in him.—But now, ſup- 
poſe one Man to rely on his own Faith, and 
another to rely upon his ownWorks, they then 
are both of them carnally minded, and the 
Faith of the one, and the Works of the other, 
are equally the ſame worthleſs filthy Rags. 


En the other hand, do but (as plain Scrip- 


ture requires you) aſcribe good Works to the 
ſame Original, and divine Power, as a right 
Faith muſt be aſcribed to, and-then Faith 
and Works are equally one Power of God to 
Salvation, becauſe equally the ſame ſaving, 
redeeming, and ſanctifying Work of God in 
our Souls. | * 

' Methodift. I wonder you ſhould thus ſtrive 
to puzzle and darken one of the greateſt and 
moſt plain Truths of the Goſpel. Can any 
Thing be more plain than the Caſe of the 
Phariſee, God, I thank Thee, that I am —_ | 
l ot ner 


195 


other Men,are,. I faft twice in the Week, I give 
Tithes of all that J poſſeſs, & c? Here you 
have Works pleading their Cauſe.—Now 
how came the Publican without any Works, 
ſaying only, God be merciful to me a Sinner, - 
to be juſtified rather than this good working | 
Phariſee? Can any thing be more deciſive 
than this ? 

Churchman. Let it then be ſuppoſed; that 
the Phariſee had ſaid, God, I thank Thee, 
that my Faith is not like other Mens Faith, 
it needs not the help of faſting and praying, 
&c. I aſk you, had this been a better Pha- 
riſee than the other? had this boaſting of. 
a Faith, been better than that boaſting of 
Works? Or might not Chriſt have here 
juſtly ſaid, that the Publican's Cod be merci- 

ful to me a Sinner, had mote of God and 
Goodneſs in it, than the Phariſee's boaſting 
of his ſolitary Faith But now, if ſuch a 
Paſſage as this, of a Phariſee boaſting of a. 
Faith without Works, was to be found in- 
Scripture, and condemned by Chriſt, ſurely. 
it would be great Deluſion to appeal to it, as 

a full and deciſive Proof of the Vanity and In- 
ſignificance of Faith, and of its being rejected 
by Chriſt, as of no Avail.— Vet this would be 
full as well, as to appeal to what Chriſt fait 
of the Phariſee s boaſted Works, as A full 
Proof that Works are rejeaed by Cbriſt, as, 
worſe than * 
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Methodiſt. Say what you will, Lam fully - 
aſſured of this great Truth, thus. expreſſed by 

our Friend, That the Moment a Man ſeeks 
* to be juſtified by his own Obedience to God's 
% Laws, that Moment he falls from Chriſt, 
«* and ceaſes to have an intereſt in him.“ 
Churchman, Here juſt the ſame Anſwer as 
before, will be ſufficient, viz. that the Mo- 
mont a Man ſeeks to be ſaved or juſtified by 
is own Faith in God, that Moment he falls 
from Chriſt, and ceaſes to have an intereſt in 
him.—This is juſt as good an Argument 
apainſt Faith itſelf, as your Friend's is againſt 
Works, For own Faith and own Obedience 
are at the ſame Diſtance from God, and are 
as mere Works of the Fleſh, as Self- ſeeking 
and Self-love.—But if your Friend would 
have ſpoke to the Purpoſe-of the Matter in 
Hand, he ſhould have expreſſed himſelf thus, 
viz. that the Moment a Man ſeeks to be 
 Juſtified, or made acceptable to God, by 
Works wrought by the Spirit of Chriſt living 
in him, that Moment he falls from Chriſt, 
and ceaſes to have an Intereft in him.— Had 
he thus expreſſed himſelf, you ſee what an 
Abſurdity there had been in it, and yet, with- 
out thus expreſſing himſelf, his Words are 
quite foreign to the Matter, and touch not 

| thoſe Works which are affirmed to be effen- 
tial to Juſtifying Faith.—For katy > 3 | 
| As ain 
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Kizn 210 never, thinks, or talks of being 
jake by any. or rence. any more than 
of being waſhed and ſaved by his cn preci: 
ous Blood. —But though he has no own Oe 
gience, no own Warks, any more than he has 
an .own, Vill, and own Love, yet he hag 
an Obedience, and Works, and Will, and 
Love, that reach Heaven, and unite with God, 
ow. ſa? It is becauſe by the ſupernatural 
ORD! and SPIRIT. of God, come to a 
Fullneſs of Birth in him, his Obedience, his 
Works, bis Will, bis Love, are that which 
they are, and do that which they do an 
Earth, to the Glory, and by the fame 
Spirit of God, as Angels do in Heaven, 
—This is the new Creature that is juſti- 
ied by Faith and Works. Suppoſe Faith to 
be not from Chriſt, ,or Works not from 
Chriſt, and then they are both of them but 
Works of the Fleſh, But add Chriſt to Faith, 
and Chriſt to Works, and then they are but 
one and the ſame Power of God to Salvation, 
and all Difference between Faith and Works 
is loſt, and nothing remaineth, but Cr il in 
us the Hope of Glory, But your Friend fore 
getting, or not knowipg, that no works arcs 
called Salvatian-Works, or pleaded for as 
ſych, hut thoſe that Chriſt worketh in us, 
conſiders, and confounds all Works as 9zaz 
Works, and ſelfiſh Works, and {9 condemns 


64 | 

Chriſtian Works, and the Neceſſity of them, 
upon no other Ground, but becauſe” own- 
Works, which proceed from ſelf, are falſe; 
vain, and unprofitable” to our Salvation.— 
Whereas our bleſſed Lord has in the plaineft 
Manner diſtinguiſhed them from one an- 
ether, and ſhewn us when and low Works 
are our own, and of no Avail before God, 
and alſo when and-how Works are good and 
godly, and Works of Salvation, Juſtification, 
and SanRification.' Mien thay doft thine Mims, 
faith he, do not ſound à Trumpet before Hee, 
ks the Hypocrites dd in the Synagoguts, and in 
the Streets, to be ſeen of Men. Perily” | ſay 
unto you, they Nude thiir Reward.” Here you 
fee what an own Wor is, and why' it has ng 
Salvation-Goodneſs in it, it is becabſe-it is 
done only to trumpet fotth its own Glory. 
Now where anything like 8 et goes 
along, either with that which we call Faith, 
or Works, though it ſhould have ever” fo 
heavenly an Appearance, it has only the 
Nature, and can have'vhly the Reward of 
vain-glorious Alms. God ſaid to a holy 
Prophet of old, Cry aloud, and Jpare not, lift 
tp thy Voice like a Trumpet. Here is one 
kind of a religious Trümpet. The Pha- 
riſees were learned Men, and _— 
© gious Zeal, and they alſo had their religious 

Fanpet which our Lord condemned. 
* wa There- 


630 ; 
Therefore Zeal and Trumpetiag, 5 ate not 
good, and Things to. be truſted, to, becauſe 
they pretend Religion, but may be as different 
from one another, as a Phariſee 18 fram a 
holy Prophet. This ought well to be con- 
fidered by all, who ſet a Trumpet to their. 
Mouths i in u Gods Cauſe; for if all- that, was J 
alive 1 in the trumpeting Prophet, be not aliy 8 
in them, and all that was alive in the. Phar 
ſee, be not dead i in them, they will begin to | 

* ſoon, and run before they are ſent by God, 
to. preach of the true Life, and the true 
Death, to a World ignorant and carctels 
about them. — Again, our Lord Gith, Mien 
thou pr. aye , Zhou halt 1 not be as the H. . 
are, for they hove to pray, „ ftandin gn 7 nar 
gogues, ng in ' the Corners of 1 7155 Frets,” that 
they may b en of Men, V. erily 1, ay. unto Joly 
they have. th err Reward, and can Have no 
bettet a Rewatd, becauſe he that thus p prays, 
makes Prayers an own Mor of 4 Glory, 
and therefore they, are but an, 'A ominario! 
before God.—Bur. now, will you orm hence, 
tell the World, what Alm; and Prayers are 
Soul-deſtroying Things, | or at Lit but 
mere filthy Rags, that ſignify n nothing to, 
him Far ules them, 135 ſuch Alms h 


- . * HD 


G you 2 dire "contrary, and 11 8 
cank 


1 (ths) 


much of the Salvatdn«Pomer of good Works, 
as he has faid of the Nothingneſs of pha- 
rifaical. Works:? When tliou deft. thing 
Alms, faith he, let not th 9 left Hand know 
what ? thy ri bf Hang 4% A1 49 gain, When, 
thou. ES, enter inte thy Clo Je, an when 
1 thou Halt but. . thy Door, * to thy þ ather 
4 which . 15 in Secret, and th) x Faber, 14955 
b in Secret, ball reward 22 | openty.—— 

is al this Secrecy ? It is, that, the 

Work may be le from, 5 and to, 
= for G. Gad, and Wat ſelf may have neither 
Beginning, nor End, or 855 leaſt Share i in 
it. Nox, I'ak, Have theſe Alms and theſe 
Prayers, nothing 'of Salva tion- -Gaodnels in 
= them, When .our Lord therefore commands 
Yu them, that We may thereby obtain a Re- 
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| 1 ward in Heaven? Can. t ey help us toa 

1 Reward, i ir n Heaven, 9 or "els for- 
| 1 ward our Salyation ? If 2, heaye "Reward 
„ follows ſuch. Works as theſe, a de y not 
| | on the fame, Ground, in. the 6 8 Nenſe 


of the Words, he. called ſaving .. Alms, 
| ſaving Prayers, as any Faith, from Adam 
or Abraham to this Day, can be called au- 

ing Faith ?.— What are ll the Promiſes made 

to the Faith of the Fathers, of a City, that 

| | hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 
b i God? What is that better and Hegveply 


Country, which was tq be. the Reward of 
their 
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their Faith, but theſe d e here 
promiſed by Chriſt to the /orks of Chril= 
tian Alms, and Chriſtian Prayers? Out 
bleſſed Lord's whole divine Sermon on the 
Mount is nothing elſe but a continual Doc= 
trine of good Works, and a continual Doc- 
trine of ſuch Reward as belong to the faith- 
ful diligent Workers,—No bleſſedneſs is 
aſcribed to a fingle Faith, but all along to 
ſome one or other goodly Work. Bleed are 
the merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy. Do 
good to them that hate you. Give to him 
that aſteth you._—But why all this? It is, 
that you may be Children of your Father which 
is in Heaven.—Surely then ſuch Works as 
make us to be Children of our Father 
which is in Heaven, may be ſaid to be ſav- 

ing Works. 8 2 
Metlodiſt. Well, now!] fully believe, what 
a very great Man has often ſaid, that you 
have not one right Thought or Notion a- 
bout juſtiſcation. But however for once, 


J muſt deſire you to ſay, what, and when, 
and where Juſtification is. 
* Churchman. Surely I ſhall not be much 
miſtaken, if 1 ſhall venture to ſay, it is then 
and there, where there is no Condemnation, _ 
Now St. Paul faith, there is no Condemnation 
to them that are in Chrift Feſus.. If you aſæ 


= 


= : | ; 4 T 
him, who are thoſe that are in Chriſt 
* Jeſus ? 
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Jeſus? He tells you in the very next Words» 
they are thoſe who walk not after the Fleſh» 
but after the Spirit,—But. no one doth, ar 
can walk after the Fleſh, but he that doth 
the Works of the Fleſh, nor any one walk 
after the Spirit, but he he doth the Works 
of the Spirit.—So then whether you con- 
fider Juſtification, or Condemnation, Works 
are the whole of the Matter. No Con- 
demnation but from our evil Works, no 


C Wok but from our good Works.— 


vil Works are from the Spirit of Satan, 


working and ruling in our animal Birth 


of Adam's poiſoned Fleſh and Blood. 
Good Works are from the Spirit of Chriſt, 


working in that bleſſed Seed of the Woman, 
or mcorruptible Seed of the WORD (com- 


mon to all Men) till it comes to a Birth 


| of the New Creature, created unto good 


Works in Chriſt Jeſus.— Thus the Works 
of the Devil in us are our only Condemna- 
8 and the Works of Chriſt in us are our 
Juſtification.— And by thy Works thou 
att be juſtified, is juſt the ſame ſcriptural, 


. Truth, as by thy Works thou 


ſhalt be condemned. 


Would you ſee the Truth of Juſtification, 


and the Truth of Condemnation, free from. 
all Poffibility of Miſtake, look how the 


righteous Judge of all the World Wilk pro- 


ceed at the laſt Day,——Mankind are fen 


to 


J 
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Gn. 
to be divided into two Sorts of People, the 
one called Sheep, the other Goats. To the 
Sheep, ſaith. Chriſt, Come, ye blaſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the Foundation of the World. —W hence now 
comes this Bleſſedneſs? or how came they to. 
be the bleſſed Heirs of ſuch a prepared King- 
dom? The one ſole Reaſon of it is thus 
given by Chriſt, namely, becauſeof their good 
Works. For I was an hungred and: ye gave. 
me Meat, naked and ye cloatlied me, fick. and in 
Priſon, and ye vifited me. Here you have the 
laſt, full, and final Juſtification aſcribed to 
Nothing elſe but Works, done in, and by, and 
for Chrift.—lIs there here any Room left for 
you, or any Chriſtian to aſk one ſingle Queſ- 
tion, or have the leaſt, doubtful Thought 
about . Juſtification, what it is, and how it. 
comes to paſs? Can you be taught by an 
higher Authority, or in plainer Words, that 
Works, Chriſtian Works, are all the Juſtifi- 
cation that will ſtand you in ſtead at the laſt 
Day? | | | 
Again, to the Goats ſaith Chriſt, Go ye 
- Curſed into everlaſiing Fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels. Whence now have 
theſe. Goats their curſed State, that caſts 
them into the Hell of the Devil? The one 
ſole Reaſon given by Chriſt, is becauſe they 
Had not done thoſe Works, by which his 
5 Wl 8 Sheep 


— y —ͤ——ũ — * As * ® * 9 a = = 6 
r . — — ori wi 4 i x a 4 MAE is 2 _ , * 
- . b4 388 * 2 — NT * a * ry 2 8 > * — * 
* n * Wm 5 4 1 = AY 7 Fe 


( 18 ) 
Sheep were juſtified and bleſſed, and made 
to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. — Here 
you have the laſt, full, and final Condemna- 
tion aſcribed to no one Thing elſe, but the 
Want of Works. And who is it that teaches 
you, but He who is the Truth itſelf, and 
the Father of all Truth, both in Men and 
Angels ? 

What occaſion then for fo many laboured 
critical Volumes about Faith and Works in 
order to Juſtification? If you hold more or 
leſs, or any Thing elſe about Juſtification, 
than that which Chriſt has here aſſerted, the 
Spirit of Anti-Chriſt muſt have helped you 
to it, For call any Thing a juſtifying Faith, 
but good Works, and then you have your 
Doctrine as ſurely from Anti-Chriſt, as if 
you was to hold, that they were the bleſſed 
Sheep whom Chriſt called Coats and Curſed. 
—Chriſt is the one great infallible Teacher 
about Juſtification, and what He has ſaid in 
two or three Words about it can no more 
have any Thing taken from it, added to it, 
or altered in it, than his laſt Sentence on his 
Judgment-Seat.—Deceive not yourſelf, my 
Friend, with a Faith that hath not all its 
Goodneſs, its Truth, and Perfection, from 
Works. For what greater Deception can 
you fall under, than to believe that any 
Thing can be your Juſtification, or your TT 

em- 
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demnation, whilſt you are in the Body, but 
that which will be your Juſtification, or Con- 
demnation, after you are riſen from the 
Dead? Now, after this Determination of 
Chriſt, that Nothing but Works will paſs for 
Juſtiſication at the laſt Day, look at the De- 
termination made by your Friend, ſaying, in 
the fulleſt Contradiction to Chriſt, * That 
«© Juſtification by Faith and Works is a moſt 
« pernicious, papiſtical, and damnable Doc- 
„% trine. Which Doctrine, ſays he, I am 
« yerily aſſured, no one can hold, and be 
« in a State of Salvation®*.” 
ls not every Word here, in full Condem- 
nation of Chriſt's Doctrine of his Sheep, and 
their Salvation through Works, as a moſt 
pernicious and damnable Doctrine, tending 
to the Deſtruction of all thoſe who believe it; 
and walk according to it? | 
For does he who preaches up Salvation by 
Faith and Works teach any Thing elſe, but 
that very Doctrine which Chriſt taught when 
he ſaid, Come, ye bleſſed, becauſe of the 
Works which ye have done; and go, ye 
curſed, becauſe wanting the Works which ye 
ſhould have done.—Say no more then, that 
Papiſtis, and Popiſh Proteſtants, have invented 
this damnable Doctrine of Faith and Works. 


Letters, p. 22. 
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——Chrift 1s the Author of it, and he has 
ſealed it with the ſame Certainty as the Day 


of Judgment. Your Friend's Verily aſſured 


is quite as outrageous and frantic, as if he 
had faid, I am verily aſſured, that Damna- 
tion will be the State of all Preachers and 
Hearers, who do not as fully exclude Works 
from Juſtification ow, as Chriſt will require 
them for Juſtification hereafter. 

Met hodiſt. But pray, Sir, if I am to give 
up my Friend's Doctrine, muſt I not give 
up St. Paul alſo, as a Deceiver and falſe 
Apoſtle, for ſo he mult be if Juſtification is 
by Works? What are his Epiſtles to the 
Romans, the Galatians, and Ephefrans, but 
ſo much Pains taken to prove that we are 
ſaved, or juſtified, by Faith alone. | 
© Churchman. I am as much for all St. PauPs 
Doctrine, as for any other Scripture; and fully 
believe that he ſaid nothing about Faith, but 
what he ſaid by the Inſpiration of the holy 
Spirit. But if you believe that St. Paul ever 
faid one ſingle Word about Faith, as it ſig- 
nifies a ingle Af, or Operation of the Mind, 
or ever aſcribed any Good to that, in Oppo- 
fition to Works, or that he ever diſtinguiſh- 
ed, or divided Chriftian Faith from Chriftian 
Works, you may be faid to have read 
him with Eyes that ſee, and Ears that hear 


not, 
A 2 Metſiodiſt. 
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Metliodiſt. Surely your St. Paul and mine 
cannot be the ſame Perſon, or you could ne- 
ver talk at this Rate. 

Churchman. I would aſk you whether St. 
Peter taught a Faith Le Works, when 
he ſaid to the Fews, © This is the Stone, 
* which was ſect at nought of you Builders, 
« which is become the Head of the Corner. 
Neither is there Salvation in any other, for 
© there is no other Name under Heaven 
given among Men, whereby we muſt be 
* ſaved.” Acts iv. 11, 12. No did it ever 
come into your Head from reading theſe 
Words of St. Peter, that he there taught a 
Salvation through Chriſt (that1 is, through the 
Goſpel Religion) by Faith without Works? 
—See alſo what Chriſt himſelf had ſpoken 
before of this very Stone, and the Builders 
that rejected it; therefore, ſaith he, Lay unto 
you, the Kingdom of God, that is, this very 
Stone, ſhall be talen from you, and given to 4 
Nation bringing forth the Fruits thereof. Matt. 
xxi. 43. Now would you from theſe Words 
of Chriſt, on which St. Peter's Words are 
grounded, have ever thought of proving that 
the Religion of the Goſpel, called by St. Peter 
the Head Stone of the Corner, and by Chriſt 
the Kingdom of God bringing forth its Fruits, 
mult be: a Religion of Faith without Warks 
What could be more extravagant than this, 

and 
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and yet not more ſo, than to pretend to prove 


it from any Words of St. Pau/,—PFor I defy 
any one to ſhew, that he hath ever ſaid any 
more, or other Thing about Faith alone, or 
meant any Thing elſe by it, as our Salvation, 
but ſtrictly and to a Tittle the ſame which 
St. Peter calls the Stone, or that Name alone, 
by which Salvation is to be had.—St. Paul s 


Paith alone, is Nothing elſe, means N othing 


elſe, but the Goſpe/ Religion alone, and only 
atteſts that divine Truth ſpoken from the 
Beginning to the End of the New Teſtament, 
that the Goſpel Diſpenſation, or Religion, 
alone, can be the Salvation of Men. — When 
St. Paul ſpeaks of Works, as quite unprofit- 
able, nay. hurtful to Salvation, nothing is 
meant by them, but Jeww/yb and Heatheniſh 
Works; and by that Faith, which he op- 
poſes to them, and ſets up in the Stead of 
them, he always means the whole Syſtem of 
Goſpel Truths, the whole Proceſs of Chriſt, 
with all the Salvation- Doctrines that belong 
to it This is St. Paul's Faith alone, by 
which we can only be ſaved, juſt the ſame 


Thing as St. Peter's ſaying, There is no other 


Name under Heaven but this alone, by which 


we can be ſaved. —The only Difference be- 
tween Peter and Paul is this, that Peter, in 
bis ſhort. Expreſſion, calls that the Name 
alone by which we can be ſaved, which 
7 Paul, 


C 7 

Paul, in his ſhort Expreſſion, calls Faith 
alone, and both of them mean the Whole of 
That, which Chriſt calls the Kingdom of 
God with its Fruits thereof ; which King- 
dom of God is neither more nor leſs, than 
the whole Goſpel Syſtem of Chriſt's Proceſs, 
with all the Benefits and Doctrines effential, 
or belonging to it. | 
Away then with your idle Fancy of Paul's 
ever diſtinguiſhing Chriſtian Faith from 
Chriſtian Works, or ever giving the ſmalleſt 
Preference of the one to the other.—To the 
Jeu, who ſaid to Chriſt, what ſhall we do, 
that we may work the Works of God? Chriſt 
faith, This zs the Work of God, that ye believe 
in him whom he hath ſent.— This is St. Paul's 
ſole and whole Doctrine about Faith alone, it 
is to believe in Chriſt, and that Belief is the 
whole Chriſtzan Work, the whole Work that 
God requires, the whole Salvation-Work. 
But why ſo? Becauſe to believe in Chriſt 
is to embrace all and the Whole of that, 
which Chriſt was, did, ſuffered, taught, and 
commanded, as the one only Salvation of Men. 
Methodiſt. Imuſt confeſs you have ſaid more 
than I expected to hear, and more than I can 
at-preſent anſwer. But pray ſhew me how it 
appears, that St. Paul by his Faith alone means 
Nothing elſe but the Chriſtian Religion alone, 
or the — of Goſpel Doctrines alone. 
Churchman. 
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". Churchman, You might as well aſk mes 
how it appears that Paul was an Apoſtle, 
or Witneſs of Jeſus Chriſt alone; for how 
could he be an Apoſtle of Chriſt alone, if he 
meant any Thing by his Faith alone, but the 
Whole that is meant by the whole Goſpel 
Religion of Chriſt? Therefore, wherever 
St. Paul aſcribes Salvation to Faith alone, 
you have the fulleſt Proof that he himſelf 
could poſſibly give you, that by Faith alone 
he means neither more nor ſefs than the 
whole Goſpel Religion a/ore.—St. Paul has 
theſe Words, God forbid, that I ſhould glory 
mn any Thing, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, Here you ſee all is rejected 
but the Croſs of Chriſt alone, this alone is 
his Glory, and a good Glory it was; but 
would not all that is true and good in this 
Speech of Pauls be perverted and loſt, unleſs 


by the Croſs alone you underſtand the whole 


Proceſs, Doftrines, and Precepts, of a eruci- 
fied Saviour, that is, the whole Chriſtian 
Religion? Naw thus it is with Faith alone; 
and if Paul had faid, God forbid that I 


ſhould, glory in any Thing but in Faith 


alone in hig, he had Git juſt the ſame. 
| Thing, as when he would have no Glory 


but in the Croſs. elone,——For where all 

that is Chriſtian Joy, or Hope, or Comfort, or 

Salvation, | is aſcribed to any one ſingle Thing, 
whether 


t a4 
whether it be called Faith alone, or the Crof? 
alone; there that Faith, and that Croſs, muſt 
ſtand equally; and only for the whole Goſpel: - 
Religion. And then to ſay, that a Man is 
ſaved by the Croſs alone, or by Faith alone, 
is the ſame ſound and good Truth.——1 


= 


know whom I have believed, faith the Apo- 
ſtle; and if he had ſaid, I know whom I 
have- followed, whom I have obeyed, the | 
Thing had been juſt the ſame. For to - 
fallow, Chriſt, - or to be in the Faith of 
Chriſt, or to be a' Diſciple of the Croſs, 
are three different Expreſſions, but the 
Meaning of them all is but one and the 
flame. - lad” Slodn 4040107 
Ian not aſhamed, ſaith St. Paul, of the 
Croys pf. Chriſt, juſt the ſame as if he had ſaid, 

I am not aſhamed of the Ge ! Kingdm.of 
Chriſt. ' For that he means by the Croſs, 
the whole Religion of the Goſpel; he tells 
you, in ſaying, that it is the Potoer of God to 
Salvation; and what is, or can be this Power, 
but that whole Proceſs, Precepts, and Doc- 
trines of Chriſt, which make the whole 
Religion of the Goſpel? Again, I have de+ 
termined, ſaith he, to know nothing among you 
but Chriſt, and him crucified, But will you 
thence infer, that all other | Knowledge, 
whether of the Birth, Life, Reſurrection, 
and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, was rgeed by 


D him 
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( 26 ) 
him as quite uſeleſs and unprofitable | ? Yet 
this would be full as well, as to infer, that 
becauſe he faith, by Faith alone ye are ſaved, 
therefore no Works' are to be admitted as 
Having, but are to be rejected as vain and 
quite unprofitable to Salvation. For the 
Knowledge of Chriſt crucified alone, and 
Faith alone, are then each of them put for 
the whole Goſpel-Religion, and not for 
Faith, as ſignifying a /ingle Power of the 
Mind, nor for the Croſs, as -ndaning the 
Jingle Crucifixion of Chriſt. = 
Farther, drop now for a while this con- 
4 fideration of Faith in which St: Paul has 
uſed it for the whole Goſpel- Doctrine, and 
conſider Faith in the Senſe, in which dur 
Lord and the whole Scripture moſt fre- 
quently ſpeak of it, as a Hong working 
Power of the Mind, that wille, and defires, 
and hopes, and truſts, and Believes, and obeys; 
and in this Senſe of the Word, it will be ab- 
ſolutely true, that Works have juſt the ſame 
Salvation in them, that Faith hath, becauſe in 
the very Nature of the Thing, Works are of 
the ſame Nature with, and inſeparable from 
Faith, let the Faith or Works be what they 
will, becauſe Faith is nothing elſe, has no- 
thing elſe, but what its Works are. 
Nhis is equally true of every Man, and every 
F 1 in the World, 111 has no Works, _ 
the 
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the Workings of his faith.——For as Life 
has no Exiſtence but in and by its /rving Ope- 
rations,” ſo Faith hath no Exiſtence, but ir 
its own Workings.——Now if you will 
haves life atone without its Hving Operations, 
then yqu muſt have! a Life that is without 
Motion, without Will or Defire, without 
Hearing, Seeing, Feeling, or any Inclination 
to any Thing, and then you have a Life 
that is juſt as good as a dead Carcaſe——So 
if you will have a Chriſtian Faith that is 
alone, and not made up of Works, you muſt 
Have a Chriſtian Faith that has no Pehitence, 
no Humility, no Denial of Self, no Hunger 
after Righteouſneſs, no ſtriving to enter in 
at the raight Gate, no Love of God, or 
your Neighbour. For Faith cannot be alone, 
or without Works, till it is without all theſe 
Workings.——And then you have a Faith 
alone, that is juft as able to fight St. Paul's 
good Fight of Faith, as the dead Carcaſe is to 
take à City;——And Yet me tell you, that 
theſe*Works are not only the very Eſſencè of 
Faith, and inſe parable from it, but that Faith 
itſęlf can have no Beginning, but from ſome 
one, or other of them, nor” any further 
Growth, but as theſe gro more and mo : 
For Fit and its Works beget, and are be- 
gotten of one thother, för as it müſt be ig, 
that Humility and Penitencè are the: true 
N D 2 Fruits, 
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Fruits, or Works of Faith, ſo: it way be 
| as truly ſaid, that Humility. or Penitence are 
4 the fire Root, or Seed, from whence Faith 
| geets its Birth——Faith, conſidered. as an 
Act or Operation of the Mind, is like any 
other Faculty or Power, iti cannot be alone 
any more than will, deſire, longing, hoping. 
fearing, ' wiſhing, loving, truſting, or re- 
joicing, can any of them be alone, or in 
a State of Separation from the reſt And 
to aſeribe Salvation to any one of theſe Tem- 
ers alone, and by itſelf, would be as con- 
ſtent with Scripture, and the Nature of the 
Thing, as to aſcribe it to Faith alone, con- 
Hdered as a fingle Thing, and ſeparate from 
all other Works, or working of the Mind. 
But Faith, not conſidered as the workin 
of the. Wil erde operation of the. Mind, 
but as meaning the whole Syſtem of Goſpel» 
Religion, may and; muſt be alone Salvation, 
without any Thing elſe but itſelf, and that 
for the ſame Reaſon, as St. Peter ſays, that 
Chrilt alene is the only Stone, or the only 
Name whereby we can be ſaved. 


G 5 16 6. 


Wauld you. therefore come out of that 


Thickneſs of. Darkneſs, which a blind Ba- 
bylomſb Spirit of . Diſpute has in . theſe 
Hir n rought into St. Paul's Doc. 
ripe af Faith? without, Works, this muſt 
„ che r FAY, 1001 
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| You, muſt take or put Faith for the 

whole Goſpel-Religion,, when, he ;oppoles 

it. to, or ſeparates it from Works, and then 
you will tightly underſtand why he faith, By 
Faith alone ye are ſaved, —+You, muſt alſo 
put Feuiſb, or Heatheniſh, to the Works 
which he excludes from Faith, and then you 
will rightly underſtand wa Horks he de- 
clares to have 0 Salvation in them. This 
is the true, unerring Key, tg all; his, whole 
Doctrine about Faith withqut Works. 

Met hodiſt. But here has St. Faul himſelf 
told you, that by 1 Faith \ alone, he means 
the whole Goſpel- Religion ane: 

Clurchman. He has told it me, as often, 
and Whergyer he has, aid, that by Faith 
alone we are ſaved. For how could he more 
{hew you, that he means, neither more nor 
leſs by it, that by telling you that it alone 
is Salvation? Would you bave Salvation to 
be obtained by ſomething different from the 
whole of Goſpel- Religion ? Fanſy now St, 
Paul explaining himſelf, and faying, when 
1 aſcribe Salvation to Faith alone, I do not 
mean by Faith, the whole of Goſpel-Doc- 
trine ; what greater Abſurdity could you 
charge upon him? | a 


His Doctrine of Faith clown. and without 
Works, is nothing elſe but the Goſpel-Reli- 
gion alone, in Oppoſition to the Religion and 
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( Þ ) 
Works of Jews and Heathefs and is ſolely 
dire 26 theſe twe> Lore of Peoble, and 
not, ag ts blindly imagined;)to ft Chriſtian 
Faith/'in* Opp ellen to CRriflian Works, 
which Fold be no better than 2 
* Chriſtian to be good Without Goodneſs.” | 

Teche Fes; 'he thus ſpeaks;: have be. 
Revert Feſus Crit, that we mighF hej Ja iet 
by the. Faith of Chriſt, and not b the 
Works of the Paw! lere Faith and Works 
ſtand for che two Reli, gions, the ene of 
Chriſt andi the other of: Moſes. For what 
are the Wort of the Law; but the whole of 
the Moſaic Religion er what the Ft of 
Ci, but the Whole new Religibn of the 
Goſpel?! Therefſore'ts tell theſe People, that 
they were to be faved-by faith alone, and 
without Works, was only telling them, that 
they were to be ſaved by leaving or turning 
from Judasſn to Chriſtianity, of that they 
could not enter into the Kingdom of God, 
or the Goſpel- Faith, or the Church of 
Chriſt (for{they all mean the ſame Thing) 
till they had done with, and left off all the 
Woiks G the Law? I teſtify, ſays he," untb 
you, tut if ye be ei cue ed, Chr Fiſt call 
prove: you nothing. 

To the Heathens, * 'or Greeks, His! elch 
the ſame Doctrine with Regard to their Re- 
ugiovs State, namely, that all the Works of 
«#30 f! 8 their 


( 51 

their Religion and Liyes FE be forſaken 
and turned from, that by embracing the 
Religion, or Faith of Chriſt, they might be 
ſaved;.——T have, ſays he, kept back nothing 
that was profitable unto you, —publickly, and 
from Houſe to Houſe, teſtifying" both to the 
Jew and the Greek, Repentance towards God, 
and Faith towards our Lord Feſus Chriſt .—— 
Repentance towards God, ſignified the Ne- 
ceſſity of their having done with their for- 
mer Religion, Works, and Manner of Life; 
Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſignified 
the Neceſſity of their becoming Members 
of a new Goſpel-Church, or Kingdom os 
Jeſus Chriſt; 

Not a Word through all St. Paul that re- 
jets any Works, but "thoſe which Fews and 
Heathens were ſatisfied with, and would not 
give up for the Goſpel State of the Kingdom 
of God, which Kingdom is called by Paul 
the Faith of Chriſt. Not a Word of the 
Sufficiency of Faith alone, but where it 
ſtands for the whole of Goſpel-Doctine.: 

Again, St. Paul hath himſelf told me, 
that by Faith alone he means the Goſpel-Re- 

ligion alone, in the following Paſſages, I 
have, ſays he, fought the good Fight, I lau- 
finiſhed my Courſe, and as a Proof of this, he 
adds, I have kept the Faith. Muſt not F aith 
here ſtand for the whole Goſpel-Religion ? 


— A pain, 
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Faith, or Gift of God, by which alone we 


3 
Again, Before Faith came, we were under 
the Law, Does not Faith here as certainly 
fignify the whole Religion of the Goſpel, as 
the Law ſignifies the whole Religion of 
Moſes* Again, F they who are under the 
Law be Heirs, then Faith is made void, that 
is, the -whole Religion of Jeſus Chriſt is 
made needleſs, and of no Uſe or Benefit. 
Can he more plainly tell you, that by Faith, 
as oppoſed to the Works of the Law, he 


means nothing elſe but the whole of the 


Goſpel-DoQtrine ? This is ſaid to oe 2 
—To the Gentles at another Time he ſpeaks 


the ſame Truth in theſe Words; By 


« Grace ye ate ſaved through Faith in Chriſt, 
« and that. not of yourſelves, not of Works, 
« leſt am Man ſpould boaſt, it is the Gift of 
4 God,” the very ſelf-ſame Gift, of which 
Chriſt ſpoke to the woman at Jacob's Well, 
ſaying, if thou kneweſt the Gift of God, and 
who it tis that faith, Give me to drink; t lion 
worldeft have aſted of Him, and he would have 


given. tlie living Water. —— Now what is 


this Gift of God with his living Water, but 
the Chriſt of God- with all his redeeming 


| Proceſs; from his Birth to his Aſcenſion into 


Heaven, freely given by God, that Man 
might thereby be ſaved. Therefore this 


can 
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can be ſaved, ſignifies neither more nor leſs 
than the whole Goſpel- Means of Salvation. 
—— The Apoſtle adds, and fat not of your- 
ſelves, not of Works, left any Man ſhould 
boaſt. Here Works are totally excluded. 
But what Works? Why only Works of ſelf; 
and Works that Man could, or would boaft 
of. But theſe Works are only therefore ex- 
cluded from Goſpel-Faith or Salvation, that 
godly Works which have nothing of ſelf, or 
boaſting. in them, may come up in their 
ſtead.— This the Apoſtle — ag ſlaying, 
For we are his Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto good Works, which God hath: before. 
ordained. Eph. ii. How great then is that 
learned Deluſion, which ; oppoſes. Chriſtian.” 
Faith to Chriſtian Works, becauſe Paul op- 
poſes it to the unchriſtian Works of Jeus 
and Heathens; or becauſe he will not allow. 
their ſeveral Works to have any Salvation in 
them, therefore will have it, that the true. 
Followers of Chriſt neither can, nor ought. 
to have any Salvation from their doing the 
Works, which Chriſt has taught and com- 
manded them to do. — A HBelieuer, or a 
Hearer, without daing, is but one and the 
ſame ſelf-deceived. Petſon.— In the Goſpel» 
we have a Father bidding his Son go to 
Work in his Vineyard. The 800 conſents, 
and ſaith, I go, Sir, but he went not. This 
"pts f 


. 
conſenting and not doing is the Perfection 
of a Paith without Works. © 
© Methodiſt. Surely you never minded theſe 
Words of St. Paul,—To him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him who juſtifieth the ungodly, 
tzs Faith is counted unto him for Righteouſ- 


„ ws, 
"*Ghurchman. Surely you have been deaf to 
all that has been ſaid, or you could never 
come now with ſuch a Text as this. For no 
more is faid in it againſt working, or againſt 
any other Works, but that very fingle 
Thing which he faith in theſe Words, That 


by the Deeds of the Luw' there ſhall no Fleſh be 


jaftified in his Sight.—— Now if it be the 
Apoſtle's repeated Doctrine, that the Deeds 
r 


or Works of the Law muſt of all Neceſſity 
be forborn, or ceaſed from, muſt he not for 


that very Reaſon ſay, to him that worketh not, 


that is, to him that ceaſeth from working, 
as the Law, or Religion of Moſes requires, 


and turns to the Faith of Chriſt, called the 
Kingdom of God, this Faith becometh his 


Righteouſneſs But how doth it become 


his Righteouſneſs ? The Apoſtle tells you, 


E ir through the Redemptivn that is in Chriſt 
Tefus ; vom God hath ſer forth to be a Pro- 


pitiation through Faith in his Bload. —— Now 


whatis theRedemption through Jeſus Chriſt, 


but 'a Redemption by and through // Phar. 


which 


* 
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which Chriſt, as God-man, was, did, ſuf- 


fered, obtained, taught, and commanded, 
that is, through and by the whole of the 
Goſpel- -Religion? How is Chriſt our Propi- 
tiation, or Peace, but by that, which he is, 
and does in the inward Change and Re- 
newal of our Nature, in creating us again 
to good Works, in bringing forth a ne Crea- 
ture, not born of Man, nor of the Will of 
Man, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, but of 
G0d? What is Faith in his Blood, but the 
ſame Thing as Faith in his Croſs ; and what 
is Faith in either Caſe, but a hearty Willing- 
neſs, and full Defire wholly to ceaſe, or turn 
away from all Heatheniſh, or Jewiſb Works, 
and to embrace and give up ourſelves to all 
that is meant, taught, and required by the 
Goſpel-Faith, or Kingdom of Gd 

Would you know the whole of St. Paul's 
Doctrine about Faith, and againſt Works, 
or working, you have. it all ſammed up 
by himſelf in the following Words, Theres 
fore we conclude, that a Man is juſtified by 
Faith without the Deeds of the Law. What 
room then for one fingle Word about what 
he means by not working ? Faith ſtands here 
for the Goſpel-Religion, and the Deeds of 
the Law ſignify the Religion of Moſes; no 
Wonder therefore that he faith a Man is 
n by Faith, without the Deeds of the 


E 2 : ; | Law. 


1 
Law. So ſure therefore as you conclude 
either more or leſs, or other than St. Paul's 
' own Concluſion, ſo ſure you may be, that 
a you abuſe the Apoſtle, falſify his Doctrine, 
WH and ſow your own Tares amongſt his Wheat. 
3 Met hodiſt. Let me here aſk you, in the C 
ma elegant Words of a late moſt amiable Divine, g 
_ © Muſt the Efficacy of Chriſt's Obedience 
| & be enforced by the Acceſſion of our Works, 
Fi & maimed and Worm eaten Things?“ 
1 - Churchman. There may, for ought 1 know, 
| 


1 be Elegance enough in theſe Words, but 
For 


an Fruth and Senſe is quite wanting. 
1 what have our good Works to do with the 
1 Efficacy of Chriſt's Obedience, either as to the 
1 leflening, or increaſing of it; or how has 
48 huis Obedience any thing more added to it 
Why by our good Works, than it has any thing 
taken from it by the evil Works of thoſe 
who crucihed him ?—What careful Doer 
of good Works, ever ſaid or thought after 
this Manner? -< I ftrive to obey thy Will, 
Fe O God, that thereby Chriſt's Obedience 
e may be made more perfect than it was 
e in him.—lI lift up my Eyes and Heart 
te towards Heaven, that Chriſt's fitting there 
t at thy right Hand, may be more power+ 
& ful than it is in itſelf.” 
On the other hand, what a wiſe Man of 
Faith would he be, who ſhould abſtain 
VERS from 


6 


from Prayer, &c. leſt he ſhould ſeem by 
ſuch Worm- eaten Petitions, to be adding 
ſomething to Chriſt's all- ſufficient Interceſ- 
fion in Heaven.— Again, fancy another Man 
of Faith alone, ſaying thus, I cannot 
© have any Care about denying myſelf, 
e taking up my daily Croſs and following 
«© Thee. I cannot do theſe Things, as 
« helping forward my Salvation, becauſe 
« that would be no better, than preſuming 
*« to help Thee to be a more full and ſuf- 
*« ficient Saviour, than thou art in thyſelf, 
« and without my Works.” 

Can any thing be more abſurd, or irre- 
ligious than this? And yet all of it is mani- 
feltly contained in the elegant Words of 
your Friend. If we walk as Chrilt walked, 
and do the fame Works of Chriſt, we ſhall on 
that Account be rewarded with him — This 
is the fame good DoQrine, as when the 
Apoſtle faith, F we ſuffer with him, we ſhall 
alſo reign with him. Here you fee our 
own Sufferings are not only required, but 
made the Ground of our reigning with 
our ſuffering Saviour. But what Man not 
intoxicated with. the Elegance of Words, 
would call, or look upon this, as adding our 
maimed Worm-eaten Sufferings, to make the 
Safferings of Chriſt greater and more va- 


Juable than they are in themſelves ?—As 
* ſilly 


e 


ſilly a Thought, as to ſay, that our follow- 
ing of Chriſt is helping him to be the Son 
of God. 
Our bleſſed Lord keeps our Eye conti- 
nually upon good Works, or Things that 
we e are to do. Strive, ſays he, to 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate; Aſe, and ye ſhall 
receive; Seek, and ye ſhall find; Knock, and 
it ſhall be opened unto you. He does not ſay, 
all is already gained, received, found, and 
opened, by what he has done and ſuffered. 
— Now if this ſtriving, aſking, knocking, 
&c. were but maimed Worm-eaten Things, 
ſurely it had been better to forbid than to 
command them. Or if he had ſaid to his 
Diſciples, that this ſtriving and ſeeking were 
ſuch maimed Worm-eaten Things, ſurely 
he had ſaid as much againſt them, and with 
the ſame Intention of turning them from 
them, as when he bid them beware of the 
| Leaven of the Phariſees, and compared their 
Goodneis to whited Sepulchres, full of Stench, 
Corruption, and dead Men's Bones. 
You vehemently accuſe the Clergy with 
acting contrary to the Articles of the Church, 
becauſe preaching up Juſtification by Faith 
along with Works. But you quite forget, 
that your making Chriſtian Works no better 
than maimed Worm-caten Things, ſtands 
in full Contrariety to many of the. beſt 
| Prayers. 
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Prayers in our Liturgy. Thus,” how many 
Collefs are like this, Grant, O Lord, 755 
by thy haly Inſpiration we may think thoſe 
things that be good, and by thy merciful guid- 


- 


ing may perform the ſame.——ls-this Prayer 
in van 2571 God ove us, can no 05 
Works come from it than Worm- eaten 
Things ?——Agreeable. to this Prayer St. 
Paul faith, 1 can do all Things through Chrif 
that ftrengtheneth me; the fame may every 
one ſay as well as He; © but according to 
your new Light, zheſe all Things are but 
Worm-eaten* Things. N 
Again, what Difference is there between 
the o/d Man and his Deeds, which we ate 
to put off, and the new Man in Chrift, 
that is to be put on, if he has no Deeds 
but what are maimed Worm-eaten Things! 
——But hear now what Chriſt faith: of 
the Neceſſity, the Excellence,” and Efficacy of 
Chriſtian good Works, in the following 
Words, Wheſoever | heareth- my Sayings and 
DOETH- them, is like a Man which built 
an Houfe, and digged deep,” and laid the Foun-- 
dation on Ruch. And when the Fioods arofe,.. 
| the Stream beat ' vehemently upon that” Houſe, 
| and rould not ſhake it, for it was founded upon 
| a Rock. lere you ſee the Excellence, 
the Power, and Efficacy of Chriſtian good ; 
8 6 Works, 
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Works, compared by our Lord to the 
Strength and Firmneſs of a Houſe. built 
upon a Rock, which Floods and Tempeſts 
cannot overthrow. How could he more 
fully ſhew you, that they are the Beginning, 
the continual Strength and Support of the 
divine Life, than by comparing them to a 
Rock on which a Houſe begins, and from 
which it hath all its Power of ſtanding 
l againſt all Floods and Tempeſts? How 
J | could he better ſhew you, that n Rock of 
} good Works, all proceeding from his Power 
within us, 1s that very Rock, on which he 
| builds a Church, againſt which the Gates of 
2 Hell ſhall never prevail? —— On the other 
| Hand, call any Thing Salvation but Chriftian 
Works, and then you have Chriſt's Word 
for it, that you are lite the Man that without 
4 Foundation built his Houſe upon the Sand. 
| againſt which the Stream did beat vehemently, 
1 and immediately it fell, and great was the Fall 
fit. ear again what our Lord faith of 
Cariſtian Works, A good Man, ſaith he, out 
of the Treaſure of his Heart bringeth forth . 
1 that which is good ; but how could, this poſ- 
i 
| 


| fably be, if. Chriſtian Works could be no 
better than maimed worm-eaten Things ?— 

1 And here by the by, let me deſire you well 

| T s obſerve, whence it is, that the good Man 

| +4 of bringeth +» 
þ 


1 


bringeth forth good Things. Ndt as your Ord: 
tor tells you. becauſe Chriſt's Goodneſs, or 
| Righteouſneſs is outwardly imputed to him, 
and ſo made his. No, Truth itfelf tells you 
the direct contrary, that it proceeds from 
the good Treaſure of his Heart, and therefore 
is a Goodneſs born within him: Now, 
whence has he this good Treaſure of his 
Heart, and what is it? It is that Treaſure 
of a divine Life, or Nature, which Adam had 
at firſt, and to which he died, and which by 
the free Grace and Mercy of God was ſe« 
cured-to him and all his Poſterity, as a Seed 
of the Woman; a preſerved Remains, or Power 
of his firſt divine Nature.—Chriſt in Adam 
was his firſt Glory and Perfection of Life 3 
Chriſt remaining in fallen Adam, as à pre- 
ſerved Seed of his firſt divine Nature, is the 
only Ground and Foundation of his being 
able to be made again in Chriſt a new Crea- 
ture.— This divine Seed of the Woman is ſo 
much of Chriſt. remaining in him; and 
thence it is, that Chriſt alone hath Power to 
be the Mediator and Redeemer of Man, be- 
cauſe that which is to be raiſed from Death 
into Life in us is Nothing elſe: but the in · 
eorruptible Seed of himſelf in us.— This, Sir, 
is that good Treaſure of the Heart, out of 
which the good Man bringeth forth good 
Things, and is in itſelf nothing more or Jeſs. 

| F than 


—. Ee Ct 
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than a Seed of Adam's firſt divine Life wiilr- 
in us, preſerved by God's never«teafing 
Love towards Man, as his Covenant of Grace 
and Redemption within us, which Seed, as 
it comes through the Mediation of Chriſt to 
anew Power of Life in us, cauſes all thoſe 
di ferent Senfibiltties, ealled Humility, Peni- 
tence, Fear, Prayer, Faith, Hope, and err 
neſt ſeeking after Gd. a 
Will you now ever ſay a Word more above 
your Fiction of an outwardly imputed Good 
neſs, when Chriſt hath ſo expreſsly told you; 
that its Birth is from within, from the govd 
Treaſure- of the Heart, which is himſelf 
within us. And to ſnew that all muſt come 
ſrom this divine Root preſerved within us, 
as good Fruit doth from a good Tree, he 
faith, Either make the Tree good, and its 
ruit good, ort male the Tree — and 2s 
ruit corrupt. Fbr (N. B.) the Tree is łnolun 
by its: Fruit. No, fay your 1 mputation- 
Doctors, that need not be; Let ſome good 
Hund only hang good Fruit dutwardly upon 
it and en you:will-rightly know the Tree 
by ats Fruits, And it will be more glorivus 
to the Tree to have a Vartety of good: Fruit: 
ontwardly imputed to it orhung upon iti tham 
td have good Fruĩti from ĩts own good Rot. 
b Method. Our preſent Matter is not about 
the Doctuine gf 6 you will 


21 not 


a 


not Rick. cloſely io the Point, of Faith e 
1 muſt beg Leave to depart. 

Gurclman. The Doctrine of the out wa 
Im putation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
the Dacheine of F aith alone, i 13. but one an 
the very ſame, individual Point; for what is 
your Faith alone but a Faith, 10 phat imputeg 
Righteouſneſs? 

The Righteouſneſs of E t we mult. 
bane * he can L 2 Saviour to us. 1 
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God, and la = Pa a Good to a b ind 
Man, as if inſtead of opening his on Eye 
only the good far - ſeeing Eyes of an Ange 
were outwardly imputed to bim. 

On the other Hand, we believe, and con- 
tend or an, 4nzward Birth of Chriſt's Righe 
teguſngls in s, hecauſe it was the. Birth af 
our firſt glorious. Ff ather, and becauſe it is. 
the eternal Glory of God, the eterna 
Good oh Man, that His inward Goful Nature 
be quite, deſtroyed by a Birth of —— 
Righteopſneſs riſing 8p; 5 Stead ; that 
ſq, aal that was Joſt in Adam may be found 
again in Chriſt — Can you: ppſſibly be told 
this in ſtronger, Terms, than when - Chi 
Gf ept 4 Man rr hn, F 1 


Moy A 


\ 


„n Ä 

| of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King» 
. dom of God! St. John beareth Witneſs to 
this Truth, faying, Wheſoever is born God 
dor, not commit Sin; the fame as ſay ing. till 
a Man is horn of God, he continueth under 
the Power of his ſinful Nature. But Why 
does ſuch a Man not fin? The Apoſtle tells 
ou, becauſe his Seed, that is, the Seed'of 
God, remaineth” in 'him.—Had St. Jon the 
leaſt Thought of a Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
outwardly imputed, when he places all bur 
Preedom from Sin and Power over it) to a 
Seed of God Femaining in us? Or if he had 
ever heard of ſuch a Thought in other Peo- 
ple, how cogld he more fully condemm it, 
than in ſaying, Little Children, let no Man 
nacide you, he that doth-Righteouſuſs is righs 

feous, even as he is rigiteuu f.. 
Here ydu fee all is Deceit, be they No- 
tions, Opinions, Faiths, Hopes, imputed 
Righteouſne ſs, or whatever elſe you can 
® name, all' is Deceit, till a Man by doing 
| , ighrgo 2 is righteous even as he is righ- 
4eous. Then it is that Chris Righteouſneſs 
is become his Righteouſneſs, and this alone 
is the Righteouſneſs. of Chriſt that is His full 
and only Juſtification in the Sight of God; 
| and that for this one Reaſon, becauſe it is 
"Chriſt himſelf thiat is, his divine and righ- 
| feaus Nature horn within kim. Whick the 
: * Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle thus ſtrongly afferts, Nye know that 
he is righteous; what follows from this 
Knowledge? The Apoſtle” adds, then ye 
hnow "that every one that dot] Righteouſneſs 
(N. B.) is born of him, that is, hath a Birth 
of his divine and righteous Nature brought 
forth in him; and conſequently, he that is 
not born of him hath Nothing of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs to be his Salvation 
Met hodiſt. 1 muſt ſay again, that you 
ramble ſtrangely about with Multiplicity of 
Words. — Our Doctrine is, that Works 
have nd Share in ſaving us, becauſe, as our 
Friend ſtrongly expreſſes it, Chriſt will 
ee either be a whole Saviour, or none at 
#1 nen nod, ass oo oem on- . a 

Chaurchman. Had your Friend ſaid, We 
can have no Salvation but in Chriſt alone, 
he had ſaid a good Scripture-Trath ; but 
this ſtrange unſeriptural Language of a Chriſt 
who will either be a u Saviour or none at 
all, has the ſame bad Meaning in it, as if he 

Was to ſay, Chriſt will do nothing for us; 
unleſs we forbear to concur, or do any Thing 


along with him. 
Now Chriſt faith,” Pollow me,—Take my 
Toke upon you. But if following of Chriſt, 
if taking bis Yoke upon us, is neceſſary, then 
ſomething that is to be done by ourſelves is 
ag neceſſaty to our Salvation, as that which 

1 1 | is 
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is done hy Chriſt for us, and ſome Works 
are as truly gs HOW. a8 a0 AQs * 

Faith, gre ing. u 
a Aeg, Who ever 3 that, we 470 
1 e and take bis men 

on, This NDIS . oni I& ILILV I 
Churchman; But will ſach Works. do us 
220 Good, oxirecommend. us to Gd? 
Aerlodiſt, I will give yen no Anſwer, but 
in the dee. Words gh eur Friend; Alf, 
* ſeys hen hh think that you have any; good 
Service g your.own.t0! recommend. you to 
1 Gad, von dre certainty. Withow pantene 
dien Wrist. f Ind Ne ono banind 
:;, Ghurehmens; Orton \Satabe- is but like own 
Will and no more Good can come from it; 
than from the. nature} od Max with his 
Deeds. {But pur Saviou has, aſſuredꝭ us, that 
there i$1a-gp0d Man, who out q the good 
— — his Hearty bringeth forth that 
whieh is cgoꝰd New theſe ate the good 
Works: that are pleadedd for as alte | 

peceſiy, ang eflentialtoe-troe gud daving 

Faith. yas ob 10 (192009 03 1621101 9W 24245112 
Say now, that if we think auh -gogd 
Works recqmmend us to God, vie) are, cer- 
{ainly without: any Inteteſt aa Cheiſtyans then 
weren better that you ſhould preech ſuch 
octrine to Stocks and; Stones, than to 
ungen! Ears. For Who can receive. it, 
2 without 


( %) 

without giving up the moſt conſtant and 
tepeated Salvation Doctrines of Scripture }— 
What more frequent through alkionc Bible, 
than Paſſages of the ſame Nature with this; 
Jo do grad, and to communicate, farget nor. 
(N. B.) For with ſuuli Sucrißtet Gud) is wi 
pleaſed. . Now muſt a Man who believes 
this, and thinks that ſuch Things recom- 
mend him ta God, be therefore. vextainly | 
without any Intereſt in Chriſt ?. 

Hear Chriſt himſelf thus calling out: for 
good Works in all thaſe who expect to have 

any Intereſt ini him, Nat every one that faith 
unto.me, Lord, Lord, fhall enter iuto the Ning · 
am ef Heaven, but lie that doth the Wall of my 
Father which it in Heaven. + 

Will ſuch a Caller upon the Lord, with- 
out good Works, have his ſufficient Excuſe; 
by ſaying⸗ Lord. E thought thou wouldeſt be 
my whole Sa uiaur, or none at all; and thee- 
fore, I durſt not think of recommending my · 
ſelf to God, by doing his Will, * auld | 
Greedy: loſe all Intereſt in The. 

i Methagge. If you do. not like wy.Friond's 
Expreen, .takb the ſame, Truth in other 
Words of ſome maſt excellent Divines. 
Thus ſays one, Nothing is required in or- 
der to bur Participation of Chriſt and his 
<< Benefits there is no clo gging Qualifi- 
* cation, no Worth to be poftellsd, * 
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* to be performed, in order to our full Par- 
«« ticipation of Chriſt and all his Riches;“ 
for all which he gives this ſolid Reaſon, 


| becauſe, It is not a Matter of dupa nor 


* the Subject of Sale, but a Deed of Git, 
*« the Gift of Righteouſneſs ; and Gifts we 
all know are not to be purchaſed but re- 
% 'cerved.””. EH A | 

Churchman. As wild and extravagant 


Words as ever met together, as may thus 


be fully ſhewn.—Chriſt faid to his Diſciples, 
T am the Way, the Truth, and the Life ; and 
that they might more fully underſtand 


the true Meaning of that, he ſaid alſo, 


Straight is the Gate, and narrow it the Way 
that leadeth to Life. Now what Chriſt 
here ſaith” of the ſtraight Gate and narrow 
Way, is ſtrictly ſo much ſaid of himſelf; 
and how he is the Saviour of the World; 
for the Way and Gate could not lead to 
Life, if they meant any thing elſe but Chriſt 
himſelf.— Now Chriſt and his Benefits, con- 
ſidered as the bleſſed ſtraight Gate, and 
narrow Way to Life, provided by God, is 


wholly and ſolely the free Grace and Gift 


of God ; here was no Bargain or Sale of 

any Thing; Nothing was done on Man's 

Part to obtain it, and that for this very 

good Reaſon, becauſe Chriſt was thus given 

by God before the Foundation of the — 
?- an 
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and again, before there Was a Man born of 2 
Woman. 

See then the miſerable Delufion of. your 
Doctors, who, from this Scripture: Truth, 
that God has freely, and out of mere Mercy 
to the fallen Stats of Man, provided and 
given à Bleſſed narrow Way, and ſtraight 
Gate to eternal Life, thenee conclude, thiet 
no Pains, or Trouble of ſtriving to get into 
this narrow Way, and through chis ſtraight 
Gate, need be taken, (N. B.) beeatrſe with 
out any Pains of 66t own, te freely gave it 

to all Mankind though there could be no 
Bleffedneſs in the Gift; but becauſe bleſſed 
are they who withall their Powers, Works, 
and Endeavours of Spirit, Soul, and Body, 
ſtrive to walk in this narrow Way, y, and paſs 
through this ſtraight Gate. Is not all this 
as groſs a Deluſion, and in as full Contrarie4 
fy to the Nature of the Thing as to con- 
clude, that becauſe God has ou pre pared 
and given us a Cup of Sale. Herafors 
there is no Need that we ſhould Atink it ot 
think that our own drizking it need not be 

added to make his free Gon. 61 Salvation a 
Benefit to us. 

Now, groſs as all this' is, Py is the ſtrong 
Foundation-Abſurdity, on which alone your 
great Divines build all their chetorical Flou- 
riſhes of a Salvation 13 18-wholly the _ 
| 0 
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* to be performed, in order to our full Par- 
« ticipation of Chriſt and all his Riches j* 
for all which he gives this ſolid Reaſon, 
| becauſe, It is not a Matter of Bargain, nor 
* the Subject of Sale, but a Deed of Gift, 
*« the Gift of Righteouſneſs ; and Gifts we 
all know are not to be purchaſed but re- 
« ceived.” bing | 
© Churchman. As wild and extravagant 

Words as ever met together, as may thus 
be fully ſhewn —Chritſt faid to his Diſciples, 
T am the Way, the Truth, and the Life ; and 
that they might more fully underſtand 
the true Meaning of that, he ſaid alſo, 
Straight is the Gate, and narrow is the Way 
that leadeth to Lie. Now what Chriſt 
here ſaith” of the ſtraight Gate and narrow 
Way, is ſtrictly ſo much ſaid of himſelf, 
and how he is the Saviour of the World; 
for the Way and Gate could not lead to 
Life, if they meant any thing elſe but Chriſt 
himſelf.— Now Chriſt and his Benefits, con- 
ſidered as the bleſſed ſtraight Gate, and 
narrow Way to Life, provided by God, is 
wholly and ſolely the free Grace and Gift 
of God ; here was no Bargain or Sale of 
any Thing; Nothing was done on Man's 
Part to obtain it, and that for this very 
good Reaſon, becauſe Chriſt was thus given 
by God before the Foundation of the —_ 

7" an 


( 49 ) 
and again, before there wits a Man born of a 
Woman. 

See then the miſertble Delufion of your 
Doctors, who, from this Scripture: Truth, 
that God has freely, and out of mere Mercy 
to the fallen Stats of Man, provided and 
given à hleſſed narrow Way, and ſtraight 
Gate to eternal Life, thenee conclude, mer 
no Pains, or Trouble of ſtriving to get into 
this narrow Way, and througk this ſtraight 
Gate, need be taken, (N. B.) beeatſe with - 
out any Pains of Sh own; lie fredy gave it 

to all Araki though there: could be no 
Bleffedneſs in the Gift, but becauſe” bleſſed 
are they who with all their Powers, Works, 
and Endeavours of Spirit, Soul, and Body, 
ſtrive to walk in this narrow Way, y, and paſs 
through this ſtraight Gate. Is not all this 
as groſs a Deluſion, and in as full Contraries 
fy to the Nature of the Thing, as to con- 
clude, that becauſe God has / s freeh prepared 
and given us a Cup of Salvation, therefore 
there is no Need that we ſhould drink it; ot 
think that our own drinking it need not be 
added to make his free Goh. of Salvation a 
Benefit to us. 

Now, groſs as all this' is, 161 is the ſtrong 
Poundation-Abſurdity, on which alone your 
great Divines build all their chetorical Flou- 
riſhes of a Salvation that is-wholly the * 

G | 0 
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of God, without any Works of Man belong- 
ing to it. For Sits have not a Word to 
ay againſt Salvation-Works, but that Works 
did not produce God's irt free Gift of a 
Saviour to us; and therefore, Works can 
no more belong to this free Gift of a Saviour, 
after he 1s given, than they did before he 
was given to us; being too ſyſtematically 
blind to ſee, that as a ſtraight Gate and nar- 
row Way vuęre only given to us, that we 
might do that which we could not do before 
they were given, or as the Cup of Salvation 
is, only given, that wWe might drink that 
which: could not drink before at was given, 
ſo Chriſt was, ↄnly and ſolely given for the 
ſake of Salvation- Works, which we could 
not do, till in him and by him we became 
new crete. l W. upto. good 
Works. i 01 28 

How eafily. may you now. ſoe the. Vanity 
of- theſe, and. ſuch-like; flouriſhing, Words 3 

The Gifts of the great eternal Sovereign 
Aare intended, not to recognize our imagi- 
e nary; Worth, but to 4ggrandiſe our Ne 


FT of his, Mergy and Grac . 
Juſt as full of Scripture Truth, and needs 


Senſe; as go ſay, that. Gods Gifts, of Five and 
Ten. Talents, are not given us with this In- 
tention, that our good Uſe of them may ap-. 


gent and chef Sd may hays Ocean. | 
19 — * 


1 
ſay to us, Well done, good and faithful Ser- 


vant, but to ſhew us how great are the Ta- 
lents and Riches of God. Or again, that 
God's Gift of a ſtraight Gate and narrow 
Way to Life is not given us, that our well 
ſtriving to walk in it may appear, but only 
that the Greatneſs of God's Goodneſs to us 
may be ſhewn thereby. 

See again, what the ſame Writer ſays of 
the Man who is in the Truth of the Goſpel; 
« He labours neither firſt nor laſt to acquire 
© any: Requiſite to Juſtification,” When 
Chriſt himſelf has told him, By thy Words 
thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy Words thou 
ſhalt be ee Surely, this is enough 
telling him, that from f to loft nothing 
but Works have either Juſtification or Con- 
demnation in them. See again what an- 
other of your excellent Divines ſaith, Do 
** not think by any preparatory Works to 
* make yourſelves worthy of Chriſt.“ What 
is this but ſaying, do mk believe Chriſt 
when he is ſpeaking of Worthineſs and Un- 
worthineſs, when he ſays, He that taketh 
not his Croſs and followeth me, is not worthy 
of me. — He that loveth Father and Mother 
more than'me, is not *worthy of me. Do not 
believe St. Paul, when he -exhorteth the 
Theſſalonians to walk worthy of God, who hath 
(alles, them to his Kingdom and Glory — Again, 
G 2 have 
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have a care of theſe Words of Chriſt, Re- 
pent, for the Kingdom of Heaven tis at Hand; 
for you may eaſily thereby be led to think, 
that Repentance-Works have ſome Kind of 
worthy Preparation jn them to make you fit 
for the Kingdom of God. BE 
And now let me tell you, that two or three 
old Herefies joined together, would: not 
more abuſe and contradict the Goſpel, than 
your three Doctrines, (1.) Of Faith with- 
out Works, | (2.) Of a Rightepuſneſs of 
Chriſt only outwardly imputed to us. (3). 
Of abſolute Election and Reprabation. 
Theſe are the Scandal and Reproach of the 
Reformation, wherever they are found, and 
have nothing to ſupport them, but that im- 
plicit Adherence, and ſyſtematic Obſtinacy, 
which ws Romiſh Scholars ſteady to a 
( o 7 No 

- .Goſpel-Salyation is on God's Part a Cove- 
nant of free Grace and Mercy, and cannot 
poſibly be any Thing elſe; on Man's Part 
it is wholly a Coyenant of Works, and can- 
not pgſſibly be any Thing elſe. For the ſake 
of Works Man was that which he was by 
his Creatign : for the ſake of Works he is 
all.that he is by bis Redemption. Works are 
the Life of the Creature, and he can have 
no Life No 4 worſe — his Works ; 
That which he does, that he is. 
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THIS DO AND THOU SHALT 
LIVE is the Law of Works, which was 
from the Beginning, is now, and always 
will be, the one Lau of Lyfe. And whe- 
ther you conſider the Adamical, Patriarchal, 
Legal, Prophetic, or Goſpel State of the 
Church, DOING is ALL. Nothing 
makes any Change in this. Nay, it is not 
only the one Law of all Men on Earth, but 
of all Angels in Heaven.—— And this as 
certainly, as our beſt and higheſt Prayer is 
this, Thy Will be done on Earth, as it is in 
Heaven. | 

This do, and thou ſhalt live, was the only 
Law of Life given to Adam in Paradiſe. — 
Adam could not haye been capable of this 
Law but becauſe the divine Nature, or a 
Birth of Chriſt within him, was his firſt 
created State. No Law of doing God's Will 
could have been given to, or received by any 
of his Poſterity, but becauſe a Seed of the 
firſt divine Life, or Chriſt in Man, was by 
God's free Grace and Mercy preſerved and 
continued in Adam, and ſecured to all his 
Poſterity, as a redeeming Seed of the Woman, 
which through all Ages of the Church, 
ſhould continue bruiſing the Head of the 
Serpent, till this firſt Seed of Life became 
a God incarnate, with all Power in Heaven 

and on Earth, to reſtore original Righteoul- - 
Hat | neſs 
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neſs, and to raiſe again in fallen Man that 
firſt Birth of himſelf, which was in Adam 
before he fell; This was the one Power that 
he gave them to become Sons of God. 
| Methodiſt. Nothing more need be aid 
againſt all your Doctrine, but that it is direct 
Arminianiſin. | 

Churchman. Do you think then, that no 
more need be ſaid in Defence of your Doc- 
trine, than that it is true Calviniſm ? I have 
appealed to nothing for what I have aſſerted, 
þut to the Words of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and would no more conſult a Calvin, an 
Arminius, or a Zmzendorf, how I was to 
underſtand them, than I would pray to God 
to be led by their Spirit inſtead of the Spirit 
of Chriſt. Nor is the one a Whit better or 
worſe than the other.—Chriſt ſaid, He that 
hath Ears to hear, let him hear.—And again, 
He that is of God, heareth God's Words, —lIf 
therefore you want hearing Ears, or are not 
of God, to conſult a Grammarian how you 
are to underſtand the Words of Chriſt, is as 
fure a Way as you can take to be content 
with ſpiritual Deafneſs and Blindneſs, and 
never to be taught of God ſo long as You 
live. | 
If I have called the Law of Works the 
one Law of Life, it is becauſe Chriſt hath 
12 the ſame to the Lawyer, who _ 

im, 
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him, . what he ſhpuld ds to inherit eternal Lyfe. 
Chriſt aſked him, What is written in the 
Law? He anſwered, Thou ſhall love the 
Lord thy God © with all thy Heart, Soul. 
Spirit, and Strength, and thy Neighbour as 
l. To which Chriſt ſaid, Den hajt 
anſwered right, THIS. DO AND 
THOU. SHALT LIVE. Here you 
have juſt. the ſame Thing ſaid of Works, 
as is ſaid of Faith; The Fuſt ſhall live by 
Faith. Therefore you can have no fuller 
Proof given you, that Faith and Works 
mean but one and the ſame Thing, when- 
ever Life is ſometimes aſcribed to one, and 
ſometimes. to the other, and therefore Faith 
and Works can no more be two Things, 
than eternal Life can be two Things. 5 
Again, hear how St. Pus / aſſerteth the Law 
of. Works..to, be the one Law of Life. For 
aue muſt all appear before the Judgment: Scat 
of Chriſt that every one may receiue the Things 
DONE in his Body, according to that he hath 
done, qohether it be good or bad. Now, if you 
have your; Senſes ſo, exerciſed to diſcern le- 
tween Good and Evil, as to think that the - 
Law of Works aflerted by Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtle to be the Law of Life, is fitter 
to be xegeived, or not received, juſt as 
a Caluin, or an Arminius, are with it, or 
againſt it, where muſt. v0 look. for the 

| People, 
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People, who have Eyes and ſee not, Ears and 
hear not, | | 

Methodift. J am quite tired with dif puting 
in this Mannet, but yet will add one Thing, 
which you will not be ſo able to puzzle, as 
you have the Scripture, and which muſt be 
acknowledged to be decifive, at leaſt with 
Regard to our awakened Preacher. He 
heard a Voice (as he really thought from 
Heaven) ſaying unto him, Ceaſe from thine 
own Works. 

- Churchman. Wess ever the Voice came, 
it ſpoke well, and might have been juſt as 
beneficial to him, as if it had ſaid, Ceaſe 
from thine own Wiſdom, thine own Faith, or 
thine own Project in Religion; for all theſe 
are not only alike, but the very ſame Thing. 
But if he tock an Advice to ceaſe from his 
own Works, to be an Advice to ceaſe from 
Works that were not his own, it is much 

to be feared he mifunderſtood his Ade 
vifer. 
If the Voice had ſaid, Ceaſe find thine 
own Faith, would he have taken this to be 
a ſufficient divine Authority, to call the 
Chriſtian World to à Religion of Works 
without Faith, and to have told them of the 
damnable Doctrine of adding Faith to 
Works? Tet this would be full as well; as 


to mow againſt good Works, as * ö 
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galvation-Goodneſs in them, becauſe he Was 
bid to ceaſe from his own Works. 
| If you knew a Miniſter ſo full of bir 
tation, from his own Works, as to be quite 
uneaſy; at their Inſignificance for many Years, 
both with regard to himſelf and his 
Hearers, ſuch a: Man might well be faid 
to have his Eye too much upon his own 
Works, to miſtake the Nature of them, and 
to expect that from them, which can onh 
be done by quite another .Power,—To duch 
a Man as this, how wholeſome would 
the Advice be, Ceaſe from thine own Works 2 
And why ſo? Becauſe thou canſt neithet 
be thine own Saviour, nor the. Saviour of 
them that hear thee, by any Thing that can 
called thine own Work. If therefore 
your fruitleſs Preacher, inſtead of making 
a Diviſion between Faith and Works, in or- 
der to preach with divine Succeſs, had ſaid 
to himſelf, and to his Hearers, We have 
hitherto lived and laboured in vain, "becauſe 
(as the Prophet ſpeaks) we have committed 
tuo Evils; we have forſaken the Fountain of - 
living Water, and . hewed out to ourſelves 
broken Ciſterns that can hold no Water ; Now 
_ when, or how may we be ſaid to have fo gy 
ſaken the Fountain of living Water ? It is 
when we expect or ſeek for Good, in any 


Thing, but that which God is, and a5es 
3 yb 
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| by his "own WORD, LIGHT, and 
* 8 b IRI T within us. Look after any 
„ Thing but this, have any Truſt in, or 
Dependence upon any Thing elſe but this 
divine Operation, and then be as full of re- 
ligious Zeal as you will, you have forſaken 
the Fountain of living Water. Collect, 
divide, diſtinguiſh, and new-model all Doc- 
trines, Notions, and Opinions, as nicely as 
ever you can, you are only making a new 
faſhioned cracked Ciftern that can hold no 
Jiving Water in it. What is the Reaſon 
that Sin and Wickedneſs overflow, like a 
Flood, the whole Chriſtian World? It is 
becauſe Popiſh, and Proteſtant Churches, 
Have been, Age after Age, wholly taken 
in hewing out of the Goſpel-Rock their 2 
veral Opinion-Ciſterns. The Pope has his 
Infallibility, and therefore his Ciſterns can 
have no Failure, or Crack in them.— Pro- 
teſtants have a Luther, a Calvin, an Armi- 
nius, a Beza, a Socinus, a Zinzendorf, &c. 
And if their Ciſterns are free from Cracks, 
it is becauſe they have Nouns and Pronouns, 
Verbs and Adverbs, Prepofitions and Con- 
junctions, to cement and {Brengihen them. 
What Infallibility does in Popiſh, that 
* Criticiſm does in Proteſtant Countries, and 
4 ſo (fd Truth!) the one Fountain of living 
4 . Water is every where forſaken, and quite 
= out 
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out of Date. What Wonder then, if Chri- 
ſtianity is but an empty Name, a vain Bat- 
tle of Opinions, inſtead of the Life and 
Power of God, born, dwelling, and mani- 
felted in our fallen Nature? And here let 
me tell you, that all that you ſee, or hear, 
or read of the beſt Notions, Truths, or 
Doctrines, whilſt you place any Thing in 
them, as conſidered in themſelves, are to 
you only broken Ciſterns, that afford you 
no Water of Life. Eugenius ſaid one Day, 
how charmed he was at jfr/# with the Doce 
trines of the ſpiritual Life, and the Glories 
of a new Birth ; but that now, after ſome 
Years ſtriving to be good by the Knowledge 
of ſuch Things, he found himſelf to be but 
juſt where he was, before he knew any 
Thing of them. But did any one ever 
tell Eugenius, that theſe Doctrines were the 
Fountain of living Water, and that by drink- 
ing of them he would have eternal Life? 
How good are theſe Words of Chriſt, 
Unleſs a Man be born again from above, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of Gd? But 
how 'uſeleſs are they to him, who is not 
thereby turned to ſeek and expect it all from 
God? How good is it to know that Abyſs 
of Death, into which our Father Adam has 
plunged us; but how unprofitable is this 

Knowledge, unleſs it makes us all hunger 
H 2 and 
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and thirſt after that eſſential Operation of 
the divine Nature in us, which lived in 
Hab before he fell ? All Scripture- 
Docttines, whether of Life or Death, are 
nothing in themſelves, nor have any Power 
of Godlineſs in them, but are only to ſhew 
us, again and again, this great Truth, that 
the Departure from God into whatever it be 
is the Death of Deaths; and the cleaving 
wholly and ſolely to God is eternal Life. 
Think of any Thing but God as the 
Cauſe of Goodneſs; or 'that his Goodneſs 
can be your Good, but by being born in you 


as it was in Adam and holy Angels, and 


then, though you have all the three Chriſtian 
Creeds, you have turned your Chriſtian-God 
into an outward Idol. For a God, not 
living and working within you all that is, 
or can be called your good Life, is but an 
outward Idol of a God. And be aſſured 
of this, that as is the Birth and working 
Life within, ſo are you, and can neither here, 
nor hereafter, be any Thing elſe but that 
which is born within you. ——Righteouſneſs 
imputed from without is but like ſuch im- 
puted Wickedneſs.— And you may as well 
fright yourſelf with fearing, that the Devil's 
Wiekedueſt ſhould be outwardly imputed to 
you, as to think of having any Righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt, but that which of him andiby 


him is 1 in you. | 
But 
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But to return to Eugenius: let it be ſup- 
poſed, that having found himſelf not ſancti- 
fied by his former Notions, that he had Re- 
courſe to others quite contrary them; as 
Faith without Works :——Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs, not as a new Birth in us, but only 
outwardly imputed to us :—The Number of 
Saved and Damned to all Eternity, neither 
greater or leſs than God's abſolute Decrees 
had made it. Suppoſe him now ſo charmed 
with the ſweet Sound of theſe Doctrines, to 
be under ſuch a Senſe of their ſaving Power, 
as to be forced to come forth as a Preacher 
of eternal Death and Damnation to all, that 
would not ſeek to be ſaved by them 
Could Eugenius poſſibly give fuller Proof, 
that he had forgotten and forſaken the one 
Fountain of Irving Water, and was calling 
the Chriſtian World to a rotten Ciſtern in- 
ſtead of it ? 

Methodiſt, This "OI of reaſoning comes 
too late; God has already ſet his Seal to the 
Truth and Goodneſs of our Friend's preach- 
ing: Thouſands from far and near flock 
about him. Sighs, Groans, Swoonings, 
Screamings of young and old, proclaim the 
two-edged Sword that is in his Mouth. If 
you will not allow this to be Proof enough, 
it is in vain to talk any farther with you. 


. | 
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Churchman. All this is ſo far. from being 
Proof enough of the Truth and Goodneſs of 
his Doctrine, that it is no Proof at all. If 
it will do for him, it will do for Mahomet, 
and every ſucceſsful Deceiver. 

Zinzendorf has Plenty of this Proof. 
Not only theſe Kingdoms, but great part 
of Europe and America, bear Witneſs to it. 
—— And yet of theſe Moravian, carrying 


Conviction wherever they go, .and gaining 


ſuch awakened Converts out of every Part 
of the Reformation, as are ready to ſell Lands 
and Houſes, and lay the Price at their Feet, 
of theſe, your F — ſays, he bears a preach- 
ing Teſtimony againſt their corrupt Principles 
and Practices, and might as well be called a 
Murderer as a Moravian. What becomes 
now of your Succeſs, as being God's Seal ſet 
to the Truth of your Doctrine? 

It Rome was allowed to ſend her preaching 
Miſſionaries among us, to attack witn full 
Liberty of Speech every Proteſtant Form of 
Religion, to travel from Place to Place, 
daily telling all the Men and Women they 
could get together, on Hills, in Church- 
Yards, or. elſe- where, that dreadful Soul- 


deſtroying Doctrines had been conſtantly 


preached to them ever ſince the Reformation; 
that they had loſt all Intereſt in Chriſt ever 
fince they left the Pope; that Church and 

Sects, 


1 
Sects, however ſetting themſelves above ont 
another, were all equally in a certain State 
of Damnation, and muſt be ſo, till they had 
true Prieſts and true Sacraments, no where 
to be had but in the one ancient infallible 
Mother-Church of Rome. If I ſhould fay, 
that Damnation thus thundered out, to awa- 
ken People from their Reformation Dream 
of Safety, would ſoon have Converts ten 
times more numerous, and much greater 
Crouds of various Followers than you have 
e to boaſt of, who could have any 'Shew of 
eaſon to deny it? 

Met hodiſt. Poor Man! Can you not fee the 
miſerable and wretched” S0 of Chriſten- 
dom, that Heathen Wickedneſs reigns every 
"where, that nothing of Chriſtianity is left 
among us but an outward Profefton, de- 
ſtitute of every Goodneſs but that of Words 
and Doctrines? How then ought you to re- 
joice, that the Mercy of God huts here and 
there raiſed up awakened Preachers, to 
ſhake the hardened Hearts of ſuch apoſtate 
Chriſtians ? Who, that has any Spark of 
Goodneſs in him, would endeavour: to ep 
their Courſe ? 

Churchman. Whoever would, I am ſure 
1 would not.—I wiſh from my Heart, that 
not only every Pariſh, but every Houfe 
bad ſuch a divine Preacher i in it,——Nay, 


though 
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though ſome ſhould preach Chriſt out of | 
Envy, and others thro' Striſe, yet I would | 
rejoice, if ſuch contentious Preachers did 
but preach the Truth as it is in Jeſus. —— 
But now ſuppoſing (as is but too true) that 
we have only the Words and Doctrines, but 
not the Spirit of the Goſpel, what is to be 
done to this fallen State of Chriſtians, = 
that which-was done to Jews and Heathens, 
ho had not yet embraced the Goſpel ? For 
if Chriſtians, have loſt: the Spirit of Chri- 
ſtianity, they are in the State of thoſe that 
never had it, and muſt be called to that ſame 
Change of Life as they were, before they 
can be Chriſtians in Spirit and in Truth. 
The Goſpel, thus began, RE PE NT, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand. 
This Kingdom was God's free Gift ; his 
own Love was the ſole Cauſe of it; Ke it 
Was only given to Repentance, becauſe No- 
thing elſe could poſſibly receive it. This 
Repent, in order to the Kingdom of God, was 
the only preaching which Chriſt ſet on Foot, 
and ſent into every City and Village. But 
what · do your Preachers now ſay? Do they 
call the preſent unchriſtian World, as Chriſt 
ordered the unchriſtian World to be called, 
to the Kingdom of God? Do they ſay to 
Chriſtians become Workers of Iniquity, that 


Hare. long reſiſted God's holy Spirit, long 
7 abuſed 


„ 
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abuſed all Goſpel-Bleſſings, trampled all its 
Pearls under their Feet, and ever fince their 
Baptiſm been wallowing in the Mire of their 
ſenſual Luſts; do they cry aloud to theſe 
miſerable Sinners, Repent, and bring forth 
Works meet for Repentance, or it will be 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha at 
the Day of Judgment than for you? So far 
from this, that they teach and affirm with 
Vehemence to all theſe Sinners, that no Re- 


pentance, no Qualifications, no Requiſite, 
no Preparation, is neceſſary to put them in 
Full Pcſſeſfion of Chriſt and all his Riches ; and 
all tor this ard Reaſon, Becauſe Righte- 
oulneſs, that is, the Means of Righteouſ- 
neſs, is the free Gift of God, and was not 
procured, or obtained by any Works of 
Men, therefore Salvation can require no 
Works of Man. Who can be blinder 
than he, who ſees not the Difference be- 
tween a Saviour prepared and given, and 
that Salvation which is to be from him? Or 
who can more confound the moſt diſtin& 
Things, than he who affirms that of Salva- 
tion, which is only true of the Saviour alone. 
| It is true of the Saviour to ſay, that 
he is freely given of God to be the Saviour 
of all Men; but it is not true to ſay of Sal- 
vation, t that it is freely given to all Men. 


| The 


. 
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The Works of Man do no more towards 
making Chriſt to be the all- ſufficient Saviour 
of the World, than towards making him to 
be God and Man; but to have Salvation 
from this free-given perfect Saviour, all is 
requiſite, all is to be worked, laboured, and 
done, which he commands us to have, and 
do, and be. Therefore ſaith St. Paul of 
this perfect Saviour, that he is the Author 
of 3 (N. B.) t all that obey him. 
——Here you ſee what an Error it is, 
to ſpeak of Savipur and Salvation, as One 


and the ſame Thing, equally free and inde- 
pendent on Man's Works. The perfect 


all- ſufficient Saviour is the free Gift of God, 
that all Men might be ſaved: but Salvation 
is no free Gift, Put ſtands in the utmoſt 
Contrariety to it; it is to be purchaſed. 
A Saviour you cannot, you need not buy, 
he is already given you without Price and 
without Money; but all the Salvation that 
you can have mult be bought of this Saviour, 
their is Nothing gratis here. But what are 


you to give for it? All that you have from 


fallen Adam, all that the World, the Fleſh, 
and the Devil, have treaſured up in you; 


nay, Houles, Lands, Fathers, Mothers, Bre- 


thren, &c. are all to be forſaken, they muſt 
all of them loſe that Place and Power that 
they had in you, or you have no Salvation, 


though 


9 
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though you never wanted a free- given Sa- 
viour.—— Think of coming to Chriſt with- 
out theſe Requiſites, theſe Qualifications, 
theſe Preparation-Works, and then you will 
be juſt as welcome as the prodigal Son would 
have been, had he come to his heavenly 
Father with his Harlots in his Arms, that 
he and they might have Rings and the beſt 
Robes put on them, without their giving or 
doing any Thing for them. What now 
is the Parable of all that Penitence of the 
Prodigal, his Renunciation of himſelf, his 
forſaking his Way of Life, his Senſe of his 
great Unworthineſs to have his firſt Sonſhip, 
his begging to be admitted to the Babour and 
Obedience of an hired Servant, what is all 
this for, but to tell every Son of fallen 
Adam, that he is this very Prodigal, this 
Keeper of Harlots, living with the like 
Swine in a ſtrange Country, till he thinks of 
going to Chriſt with all thoſe Qualifications, 
Preparations, and Changes of Life and Man- 
ners, with which the Prodigal Son. went to 
his Father ?!—— May it not now be juſtly 
ſaid with St. Paul, Who hath bexitched.you, ye 
fooliſh Preachers, to come forth With Zeal 
and Vehemence againſt Qualifications, Pre- 
parations, and Requiſites to fit us for the 
Grace and Favour of Chtiſt ?!——Did the 
ly 1 Father ſend the Ring and the beſt 
h TS Robe 
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Robe to his wicked Son, whilſt he was content 

with his Harlots, his Huſks, and his Swine? 

Was his Eye of Goodneſs turned towards 

him, till he ſaw him upon the Road, a ſor- 

rowful Seeker of his Father, with penitential 

Works, and full Change of Life? 

Now if Chriſt in his Parable hath ſet forth 

a Sinner come to his right Senſes, how can 

you more ſhew, that you have loſt your's, 

than by cautioning Sinners againſt Qualifica- 

tions, penitential Requiſites and Preparations 

to be received by Chriſt ? What is the 
whole Goſpel, but one continual Doctrine 

of all that is to be done, denied, renounced, 

and ſuffered, in order to have any Intereſt in 

God's' free Gift of Chriſt, as a Saviour of 
the World? Hear what the Saviour, 

who came to fave all Men, ſaith to. thoſe 
who forgot, that Repentance and good 

Works were the Qualifications and Re- 
quiſites to have any ſhare of Salvation, I 
know ye not, depart from me all ye Workers of 
ITniquity.——Is this a Saviour, that calls for 
no Salvation- Works, but will himſelf be 
our whole" Saviour, or none at all! 

Had Chriſt begun his Goſpel, with ſaying, 


Jam come to ſave you all, without putting 
'you to any Pains or Labour to be ſaved; I 


bring no terms with me, nor have any De- 


mands upon you; I look for no Requiſites, 


no 


r 


ed, can only be, Formaliſts yourſelves, and 
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no Preparatory, no Repentance, and ſelf- 
denying Works; I and all my Riches are 
freely your's; inward inborn Goodneſs can- 
not belong to you, but ye ſhall: be the 
Children of God, not becauſe ye are led by 
the Spirit of Cod, but becauſe my Righte- 
ouſneſs ſhall be outwardly imputed to you; 
had this been the Goſpel of Chriſt, your 
Preachers of no Requiſites, no Qualifications 
to have Intereſt in Chriſt, might well be re- 

ceived as faithful Apoſtles. 

You all complain that Chriſtianity is be- 
come a mere outward Profeſſion, without the 
inward Spirit of the Goſpel. This juſt and 
true Complaint, how vain is it in your 
Mouths? For how can your Chriſtianity 
in its beſt State, be any Thing elſe. but 
bare out ward Profeſſion, if Chriſtians neither 
have, nor can have any Righteouſneſs, but 
that which is outwardly imputed to them? 
Can you complain, or accuſe them of not 
being inwardly of the Spirit and Life of the 
Goſpel, if Goſpel-Goodneſs cannot be a 
Birth within them, but only the Goodneſs of 
another, that is to be accounted as theirs ? 
Either therefore, give up your outwardly 
imputed Righteouſneſs, or complain no more 
that Chriſtians are mere Formaliſts; for both 
you and all your Preachers, however awaken- 


can 


r 
can awaken nothin 2 but Formality in others, 


_ unleſs the righteous Spirit of Chriſt hath its 


Fullneſs of a Birth in the inmoſt Spirit, 
both of Preachers and Hearers. 

St. Paul ſaith, Circumciſion is not that 
which ts carl. but of the Heart. Is it 
not full as neceſſary to ſay of Righteouſneſs, 
that it cannot be an outwardly imputed 
Thing, but. muſt be the Righteouſneſs of the 
Heart? Had Paul told them, that the Cir- 
cumciſion of the Heart. could only be out- 
wardly imputed to the Circumciſers of the 
Fleſh, he had preached the Law, as you.do 
the Goſpel. Again, He is not a Jew, faith 
he, that is cne outwardly, How unlike is 
this to your Doctrine, which will not allow 
the Chriſtian to be one inwardly, but ſolely by 
that which is outwardly imputed to him?— 
Again, the Spirit, faith he, beareth Witneſs 
with our Spirit, that we gre the Children of 
God. But how could this be, but becauſe 
the Spirit that is within us is a Birth of 

that holy Spirit, whoſe Witneſs agreeth 
with it? For ſappoſe no Birth of the Spirit 
within us, and theg,we have only that na- 
tural old Man, that k&noweth not the Things 


of the Spirit, becauſe they are Fooliſhneſs pr 
im. 


Methodiſt. Let me, before we part, only 
aſk you theſe two Queſtions, Would you 
be 


5 
be glad to ſee Chriſtianity continued in ita 
preſent, poor, blind, and apoſtate State 
from the Truth and Life of the Goſpel? 
Or can you ſhew me how it can return to 
its firſt Purity and Perfection of Godlineſs, 
unle(s Preachers go forth in ſuch a Spirit 
of Zeal, calling the World to Chriſt, as 
ours do? 
Churchman. Take this for full Anſwer 

to every Queſtion »f this Kind. 

There are but two Spirits that govern 
every rational and intelligent Life. —— The 
one is the Spirit of God, the other is the 
Spirit that is fallen from God, and works 
contrary to him. Nothing is good in any 
Creature, but becauſe the good Spirit of God 
is the Doer of it; nothing is Evil, but that 
which is done by the Spirit of the Crea- 
ture fallen off from God, and working in 
Self-will. Here you have the infallible 
Touch-Stone for the Trial of all Spirits, 
which never can deceive you. Every 
Spirit that calls you to be delivered from 
any Thing, but the Evil that is in your own 
Spirit, or that turns you to any Thing, as-a 
Deliverance from it, but to the Spirit and 
Power of God within you, is not of God, 
but is an Agent under that Spirit that is 
fallen off from God. | 25 
The Chriſtian Religion has no Ground 
or Foundation, but becauſe the Spirit of 
K Man 
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4 Man has loſt its firſt State of Union with 
I God, and is unable of itſelf to recover it. 
— Hence it is, that Chriſt, God and Man 
united, is the one only poſſible Reſtorer of 
Man's "firſt Union with God. — Therefore 
the whole of our Redemption conſiſts in our 
being made one with Chriſt, eſſentially born 
; of him, that having his whole redeeming 
| Nature come. to Life in us, we may be in 
him, as he is in God, one Spirit, one Life 
to all Eternity. God was in Chriſt, Jeſus 
faith Paul, reconciling the World to himfelf. 
But Chriſt was the Reconciler between God 
and Man, only and ſolely by. that which 
he was, did, ſuffered, and obtained by and, 
through his whole Proceſs, This 1 his 
Mediation- Work. Are you in this Pro- 
_ ceſs, you are in the Arms of your Mediator; 
|; his Meditation- Work is like a new Creation 
g within you; and what God ſaw in his be- 
loved Son, that he ſees in you; and you 

muſt belong to God, as he does, becauſe 

his Nature, Life, and Spirit, are in you. 
Therefore, is any one reconciled to 
i God, it is becauſe Chriſt, is born in him; 
but the Seed of Chriſt, which is in every 
Son of Adam, never comes to the Fullneſs 
of the Birth of the new Creature, but 
through the Proceſs of Chriſt. This is 
the Au ſtraight Gate, and narrow Way, out 


of which there is nothing but Sin, Death, 
and 
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and Hell to every Man. Without Chriſt 
we are without God; but who is without 
Chriſt is told you in the following Words, 
Unleſs a Man deny himſelf, take his up Croſs, 
&c. and follow me, he cannot be my Diſciple. 
This is the one Term of Union with Chriſt. 
Suppoſe now a Preacher comes. to you 
from Rome, with his invented Doctr ines 
about Saints, Images, Sacraments, and Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, &c. threatening certain Dam-_ 
nation to all that do not receive them ; ſup- 
poſe another coming from Geneva, as full of 
Damnation for all thoſe who will not receive 
his invented Doctrines of ſaving Faith with- 
out Works; —of the iatteoulnck of Chriſt, 
not inwardly born, but only outwardly im- 
puted to you ;—of a Salvation and Damna- 
tion, equally the one ſole Work or Gift of 
God, neither of which you can any more 
help or hinder, than you can help or hinder, 
the Duration of the World, or add one Cu- 
bit to your own Stature ;—— What Goſpel- 
Eyes muſt he have, who did not ſee as many 
Marks of the Beaſt, the Whore, and the falſe 
' Prophet in one of thefe Preachers, as in the 
other? Or can you think, if St. Paul was 
again in the World, he would give a heartier 
God-ſpeed to the one than to the other? 
Had the Apoſtle been a Preacher of your 
Fmputation-Defrine, he would never have 
d mee"? "nl ſaid, 


* 
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faid, Phat Fellowſhip hath Righteouſheſi with 
Unrighteouſneſs ? as knowing that this was 
the very Fellowſhip which Chriſt had with. 
the Sons of fallen Adam; his Rightcouſ,, 
neſs being only outwardly imputed to their 
Unrizhteauſneſs. And how could he have 
cried out, as of an impofſible Thing, What 
Communion hath Light with Darkneſs, ' or 
ha? Concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? Fot 
had your Imputation-Doctrine been his, he 
would have known, that if Light was but 
outwardly imputed to Darkneſs, then the 
Darkneſs would be in Communion with 
Light; and if Chriſt's Righteouſneſs was but 
outwardly imputed to the Sons of Belial, 
then there would be Concord between Chriſt 
and Belial.— This is the blaſphemous Ab- 
ſurdity of your Imputation-Doctrine; for 
unleſs the Whole fallen Nature of Man be 


born again from above, the Righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt outwardly imputed to it is but like 
the ſame imputed to the unchanged Sons af 
—_— FY a4 

Without me, faith Chriſt, ye can da No- 
thing, that is, all is in vain, without my 
Proceſs; for Chriſt is that which his Proceſs 
is. St. Paul faith, No one can call Teſus 
Lord, but by the Holy Gliaſt.—In theſe to 
hart Texts, you have the whole Nature 
and Sbbſtince of Chriſtian Redemptian, 
25. N namely, 
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namely, that it all conſiſts in the Proceſs of 
Chriſt, and the coming of the Holy Ghoſt: 
Chriſt's Proceſs in the Fleſh is the one only 
Way of dying to all that fleſhly Evil; that 
Adam brought to Life in us; Chriſt come 
in the Spirit is the one only quickening of 
that divine Life to which Adam died. Truſt 
to any thing elſe, ſeek to any Thing elſe, 
but this Proceſs of Chriſt, and this Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and then all your lean- 
ing upon the Goſpel will be no better than 
leaning upon a broken Reed,—Theſe two 
fundamental Truths plainly ſhew, why the 
firſt preaching of the Goſpel began, and 
mult ever go on, ſaying Nothing but what 
is implied in theſe Words, Repent, for the 
Kingdom of God is at Hand. — Repent, 
ſhews the Neceſſity of making Chriſt's Pro- 
ceſs the one Way to the Kingdom of God z 
for Repentance-Works are in his Proceſs 
and no where elſe. For the Kingdom of God 
i at Hand, ſhews that Chriſt's coming in 
the Spirit is the one Thing ſought for by 
his Proceſs ; for the Kingdom of God come 
among Men is Nothing elſe but Chriſt come 
in the Power of the Spirit ; and where this 
Power is not come in the Likeneſs of a 
Kingdom, whatever Plenty there may be of 
Preachers, the Kingdom of God is yet afar 


off | | 
K 2 ; The 


„ 

The Law ended with Chriſt come in the 
Fleſh ; his Proceſs was the fulfilling of all its 
Types, Figures, and Sacrifices. 

The coming of Chriſt in the Spirit is juſt 
the ſame one only fulfilling of all the Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation.— And as the Law would have 
been all in vain, without Chriſt's coming in 
the Fleſh ; fo lands the Goſpel alſo, with- 
out Chriſt's coming in the Spirit. And the 
Jeu with his Old Teſtament rejecting Chriſt 
come in the Fleſh is juſt as true to the Law, 
as the Chriſtian is to the Goſpel, who does 
not own Chriſt as come in the Spirit to be the 
one only fulfilling of all its DoQtrines.—For 
as all the Types, "Figures, and Sacrifices of 


the Law were in themſelves but empty Sha- 


dows without Chriſt being the Life of them, 
ſo all Things written in the Goſpel are but 
dead Letters, till Chriſt coming in the Spi- 
rit quickens a new Creature to be the Read- 


er, the Rememberer, and Doer of them.— 


Therefore, where the Holy Spirit is not 
ſoug ht after, truſted to, and reſted in, as 
We End, the Subſtance, and living Power 
of the whole Goſpel, it is no Marvel, that 
Chriſtians, high and low, learned or un- 

earned, Churchman or Diſſenter, ſhould 
have no more of Goſpel-Virtues, than the 

Jews have of patriarchal Holineſs ; or that 


the ſame Luſts, Vices, and worldly Craft, 
which 
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which proſper among Apoſtate Jews, ſhould 
break forth with as much Strength in a 
fallen Chriſtendom. 

See here then your Work, ye awakened 
Preachers, if God has ſent you forth, you 
can have no other Errand' but that on which 
Chriſt ſent his Apoſtles. —Do you preach 
any Thing but the Proceſs of Chiriſt, as the 
Way to the Kingdom of God, or call Men 
to any Power of walking in it, but that of 
the Holy Spirit, you are Strangers to, or - 
Deſerters from the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
for neither Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, ever 
taught any Thing elſe but this.——The old 
Man muſt die, or the new Man can never 
be made alive in Chriſt. But Nothing 
brings Death upon the old Man, but that 
one ſelf-denying Proceſs of Chriſt ; Nothing 
gives Life to the new Man, but the one 
Spirit of Chrift born in it, This is the Goſ- 
pol Language from the Beginning to the 

nd. 

With this Language in your Mouths, the 
whole Goſpel is with you, you may cry 
aloud and ſpare not ; be as zealous here as 
you will or can; go out into the Streets and 
Lanes, the Highways and Hedges ; compel 
Hypocrites, Senſualiſts, Worldings, and 
hardened Sinners to tremble at their Ways, 


to dread every Thing that is contrary to 
| 8 0 Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Salvation - Proceſs; preach certain 

= - Damnation to every ſinful Luſt of the Fleſh, 

i and no poſſible Power to be delivered from 

4 it, but by Chriſt coming in the Spirit, to ſet 

. up his own Kingdom of God within you; 

3 and then every one who has the leaſt Spark 

of Goodneſs living in his Soul, will call you 

the Sent of God, will wiſh Proſperity to all 

your Labours of Love; and no one will be 

againſt you, but he that is not with Chriſt: 

But if you come forth with the few 

14 fangled Ungoſpel Doctrines of a Calvin, a 

id Zmzendorf, &c. be your Zeal as great as it 

in will, it only unites you with the Brick and 

Mortar-Builders of that Anti-chriftian Babel, 

which ze Prince of the Power of the Air has 

ſet up, in full Oppoſition to that Rock, on 

which Chriſt has built his one, Catholic, 

univerſal Salvation-Church. 

And now, my dear Friend, wiſhing you, 

from the Bottom of my Heart, all that Blefſs 

ing, which Chriſt beſtowed upon his Apoſ- 

| tles, when he ſaid, My Peace I leave with 

\ you, my Peace I give unto you, 1 bid you 
Farewel. EF SIN 
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